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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF CANADA CTCR DOCUMENT:  

CREMATION AND THE CHRISTIAN 
"All things are lawful," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful,"                            

but not all things build up. 1 Cor 10:23 
 

With these words St. Paul sets out the truth of Christian freedom under the 
Gospel. The believer is set free in Christ from the demands of the old covenant and is 
made righteous under the grace of the new covenant. This notion of Christian freedom 
was near and dear to the Reformers, and appears repeatedly throughout the Lutheran 
Confessions.1 Christian freedom was the answer to the demands that Rome sought to 
impose upon them as necessary for salvation. The Reformers objected that conscience 
should not be enslaved by the doctrines of men but rather be accountable solely to the 
Word of God. St. Paul beautifully lays out this freedom for us, even as he emphasizes 
that this freedom should not simply be exercised for freedom’s sake. There may be 
things that are free to the Christian, yet may not be helpful or build up. 

 

 When considering the rising practice of the cremation of the dead in our society, 
the words of St. Paul are helpful in establishing a God-pleasing answer toward it. Techni-
cally, cremation is the burning of the human body following death at a high temperature 
until only the bones remain, which are then ground up and placed in a container.2 What 
must be stated at the outset is that this practice is not Christian in origin. Although there 
is no place in the scripture where the practice is expressly prohibited, the practice is also 
not instituted or endorsed. The reverent treatment of the human body after death, how-
ever, is repeatedly emphasized throughout scripture. From the time of the Patriarchs on-
ward, God’s people treated the human body with great dignity after death and conscien-
tiously and faithfully established and maintained tombs for the dead.3 Conversely, being 
burned up with fire is most often associated scripturally with the judgement of God.4 
Throughout her history, the Christian Church has not sanctioned or encouraged the 
practice of intentionally destroying the body after death. Following the Jewish burial 
practices, the human body has been consistently and reverently entombed; its return to 
dust has been left in the hands of the One who created it. The Jewish practice of placing 
the bones after decomposition into a box called an ossuary was not a precursor of cre-
mation. The ethoses behind the two practices are diametrically opposed to one another.  
The Jewish practice does not seek to promote decomposition but rather to preserve the 
remains, while cremation has at its very heart the goal of destroying the human body.5 

The origins of cremation are not Christian but pagan. The practice comes to us 
from outside the Christian faith and has as its basis a separate belief system with regard 
to the human body. Although many Christians have recently chosen to have their bodies 
cremated without understanding or accepting the belief system behind the practice, un-
derstanding that belief system may help us to determine whether or not this practice is 
helpful or up-building for those who hold to the Christian faith. Cremation of the human 
body after death appears largely in those cultures where the material world is regarded as 
neither good nor profitable. Much of Greek philosophy saw the body as the prison of 
the soul. The goal of every life was to attain a higher spiritual state of existence. Matter, 
including the human body, was in and of itself evil. The various followers of Gnosticism 
had a similar understanding of the material world, and the human body in particular, as 
they sought to marry Christianity and contemporary pagan philosophy. This same under-
standing of the material world pervades much of eastern mysticism in its various forms. 
The Christian Church has repeatedly rejected this understanding of creation as being 
contrary to the scripture. Sadly, however, many modern Christians have taken up such a 
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negative attitude toward the human body. 
 

Holy Scripture clearly identifies creation as good. If the book of Genesis is taken seriously as the veritable word of God, then 
there is no escaping the divine verdict on all that God made. The repetitive refrain from the creation account is “God saw that it was 
good (Gen 1:3, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25).” His final assessment after the whole world was created, including mankind, is that it all “was very 
good (Gen 1:31).” Man was created in the beginning consisting of a good soul and a good body. The objective judge who alone 
stands outside of creation declared both to be so after He had formed them. The scripture tells us that God created man in His own 
image (Gen 1:27). God created man in the beginning with both body and soul. The dissolution of that union would be contrary to 
God’s image, where unity is eternal (Mal 3:6). To view the human body as a prison in which the soul must suffer for a time until it is 
released to a higher level of existence is contrary to the Word of God and so misrepresents the loving Creator. Prior to the advent of 
sin in the world, creation did not suffer death and decay. Only when man rejected the life God gave to him did death become a part 
of his life experience (Gen 2:17; 3:19). The shattering of God’s image in man brought about the dissolution of the bonds that united 
his body and soul, and so brought about the death and the destruction of the human body. 
 

To save us from this terrible end, the Father sent His only Son into the world to become man, and to suffer and die inno-
cently under our punishment, for our release (John 3:16). The very incarnation of the Son of God clearly testifies to the goodness of 
the human body. The writer to the Hebrews clearly states for us that the Son became man like us in every way, except without sin 
(Heb 2:14-18; 4:14-16). The Gospel of John in particular emphasises the truth that the Word indeed was made flesh and dwelt among 
us (John 1:14). Since God is incapable of evil (Lev 19:2), it is not possible that the Son of God could have taken up a human body if it 
was evil in itself. The Lord Jesus Christ takes up our sin and is made to be sin for us (2 Cor 5:21), but nothing that is His can in and 
of itself be evil. The human body of our Lord Jesus was very good. His Resurrection confirms this verdict. The Lord’s tomb on East-
er morning is found empty by numerous witnesses. The Lord then appears in real flesh and blood that can be seen and felt (John 
20:26-28). He even eats food before the disciples to clarify that He is not a ghost or spirit, but a real and complete man (Luke 24:41-
43). The Lord’s body is not a new distinct body from His old one. The tomb is found empty. His resurrected body wears the scars of 
the cross. The Lord has defeated sin and death. He no longer humbles Himself by bearing the burdens of sin. Yet He still stands in 
front of the disciples in His human body. 
 

The inherent goodness of the human body is further testified to by the life of God’s people as it flows out from the cross. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit to live and abide in the saints after Pentecost is expressed by St. Paul in the truth that our bodies are the 
temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19-20). The body is not simply a container for the soul, where a spiritual union occurs between 
the soul of man and the Triune God. As the Son of God took up both a human body and a human soul in the incarnation and still 
retains them after His resurrection and ascension, the gift of the life that He shares with us by the Holy Spirit is intimately connected 
to us both spiritually and physically. The life of the Church bears this out particularly in the sacramental gifts, in which the believer is 
made one with Christ by the means of Word-infused elements that are applied or given to the body to benefit the whole person – 
body and soul.6 The Church through her union with the Son of God is identified with His body, which is not just a spiritual concept, 
but has a concrete physical reality to it. Thus the Lord Jesus says, “Whatever you do to the least of my brethren you do unto 
me” (Matt 25:31-40). For this reason He can also accuse Saul of persecuting Him when Saul is physically assaulting His Bride the 
Church (Acts 9:4). The soul and the body, although distinct parts of the whole human being, cannot be separated from one another 
without resulting in the person’s death. Although they may be distinguished from one another as two integral parts, they form one 
cohesive whole, wherein their separation makes the human being incomplete. The Lord has created us in this way, and so cannot 
share a life with the soul that the body does not also partake in. Thus the Lord’s salvation for us is a complete restoration of all that 
sin has broken. 
 

The resurrection of the dead is the final outcome of the Lord’s salvation for mankind. The Lord’s empty tomb is the founda-
tion of this hope for all believers. The Lord Jesus Christ, through His own death, destroys the power of death and rises victorious on 
Easter morning. We are told that the Lord’s resurrection is not an event unique to Him, but is what He has prepared for His whole 
body the Church (1 Cor 15:20-23). The Lord Jesus Christ is the first fruits of them that sleep, and we are told that if we share in a 
death like His through Baptism we will share in a resurrection like His (Rom 6:3-5). The human body, as the church clearly confesses 
in her creeds, will rise from the dead (1 Thess 4:13). The only referent that we have for such a resurrection is the Lord’s own resur-
rection and the simultaneous resurrection of many saints who appeared in Jerusalem (Matt 27:52-53). The tombs in those cases were 
empty. New bodies were not given while the old bodies lay mouldering in the dust. On the last day a new body will not emerge from 
nothingness but will be born of the very flesh and blood that we have possessed on earth. A new perfect body like Christ’s body 
emerges, but the origin of that body is the original one we are given (Phil 3:21). The body is the same body, yet set free from sin. 
Those who are left alive until the return of Christ do not discard their bodies at His appearing. Their bodies in that moment will be 
changed to be like His glorious body (1 Cor 15:52). As the temple of Christ’s body was destroyed and built up again on the third day, 
so too the temple of His body the Church, consisting of all those whose bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, are restored to glory 
in the end. Reason unsubmitted to an Almighty Creator who knows every bit of dust of the earth may baulk at such an assertion, but 
it is the plain teaching of Holy Scripture. 
 

 In light of this truth our Lord Jesus resists speaking of the dead as dead. Notably, with both Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8:49-56) 
and His friend Lazarus (John 11:11), the Lord refers to them as “sleeping.” In both cases others protest in unbelief. The mourners at 
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Jairus’ home laugh at Him. Lazarus’ sister sets forth the truth about the decay of his body. Yet Christ unveils the truth of His great 
salvation by waking the dead from their slumber. The rest of the New Testament repeatedly employs the term “sleeping” for resting 
saints.7 In keeping with this truth, the Church has also often spoken of the Christian body as only “sleeping”. Luther draws attention 
to this fact when he points out the origin of the word cemetery is actually derived from the Latin for “dormitory”.8 He also makes the 
point that the bodies sleeping in the ground continue to be holy, and even hallow the ground where they are laid.9 The image that St. 
Paul uses for the sleeping body of the Christian is that of a sown seed (1 Cor 15:35-49). The seed is buried in the ground in the sure 
and certain hope of the resurrection. The seed is precious because it contains within it the life of the plant. Without the seed there is 
no plant. Until recently, Christians have consistently set apart and consecrated ground as “dormitories” for the saints. They have 
firmly believed that on the last day the earth and the sea will give up their dead (Rev 20:13). Worldly man laughs at such a notion. In 
his supposed wisdom he declares a bodily resurrection absurd and impossible. Sadly, some Christians have adopted such folly and 
have sought out another answer to the resurrection in some form of spiritualized body that has no part in God’s original creation, 
despite the clear testimony of our Lord’s empty tomb. A God, however, who cannot keep track of the dust of our flesh and return it 
to life ceases to be an Almighty One. 

Our bodies do not belong to us apart from the gift of the Creator, who still maintains dominion over us (Rom 14:7-12). As 
Christians we have been bought with a price, and so should glorify God in our bodies (1 Cor 6:20). The body we have, like our whole 
life, is a trust from the Lord. In opposition to the modern notion of individual autonomy, Christians recognise that their lives flow 
out of the heart of the Father. The choices we make with regard to our bodies need to reflect that we are only stewards of our lives 
and will, at the end, be required to give an account of what we have done in the body – whether good or evil (2 Cor 5:10). As God’s 
people we do have freedom under the Gospel to choose things that are not expressly forbidden to us by the Word of God. These 
choices, however, should always bear in mind the need to make a clear confession of what we believe, and so be helpful and up-
building to our brothers and sisters in Christ as well as those outside the Church. Such concerns should govern our decisions as we 
contemplate what should be done with our bodies at the end of life. At the moment of our death we have an opportunity to make a 
clear confession about our hope in the resurrection of the dead and the life everlasting. 
 

The resurrection is one of the key foundation stones of the Christian faith. St. Paul argues this point in his first letter to the 
Corinthians (1 Cor 15:12-19), saying that if there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ was not raised, and if Christ was not raised 
then we are still lost in our sins. The sun, however, did rise on the third day to shine its brilliant rays through an opened door to re-
veal an empty tomb to the world. Standing firmly on this truth, the Christian Church boldly confesses with the Lord Jesus that the 
saints are only sleeping in their graves until He comes to wake them. We also firmly believe with St. Paul that our bodies are the seeds 
from which will spring forth our recreated resurrection bodies. The practice of destroying the sleeping body or precious seed with fire 
runs contrary to these truths, which the Lord has given us to confess. The small box of ground-up bones provides a rather disjointed 
(if not outright contrary) confession to the world about our belief in the bodily resurrection. While an almighty God can and will raise 
up even those who have chosen to have their bodies burned into dust, the historic Christian burial practices make a clearer testimony 
to the resurrection of the dead, and leave in God’s hands the return of the body to dust. If it is the will of almighty God that our bod-
ies are destroyed in some way by the manner of our death, such as fire etc., then we can leave the care of our remains safely in the 
hands of Him who rules all things. The same can also be said for those rare occasions where bodies may need to be burned to pre-
vent the spread of illness or disease. When, however, the Lord leaves the trust in our hands, we are right to consider the truths of our 
faith in making a final decision. 
 

Without realizing the implications of faith, Christians have sometimes chosen cremation for financial reasons. They falsely 
believe that cremation is always a more economical option, and so to be chosen based on necessity or pious frugality. At present, a 
direct earth burial in some instances can in fact be less expensive than cremation. A pious Christian burial can be performed without 
many of the trappings that have come to be part and parcel of modern funeral practices. These trappings are not wrong, especially as 
they work to confess our faith in the sanctity of the human body as well as our hope in the resurrection, yet they can be piously laid 
aside in accordance with need and good stewardship. As Christians, however, we do not worship the tyrannical god of Mammon, but 
the loving Holy Trinity. Finances, except in cases of genuine need, should not be the main governing principle in deciding whether or 
not our bodies should be cremated. A clear confession of our faith should be our main concern while making what may well be the 
final act carried out in our name on earth. Such an action should clearly be one that can be carried out in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, confessing His awesome albeit mysterious work in our lives. In cases of genuine need there is a 
great opportunity for the Church to carry out her work of charity in assisting those who are not able to provide for themselves. Such 
a work has been carried out by those congregations who have maintained, and continue to maintain, often at some cost of both time 
and money, their own cemeteries. 
 

A practice that sometimes accompanies cremation is the scattering of the remains in some memorable location.10 This prac-
tice comes from Eastern Mysticism that sees the soul being reunited with the “oneness” of the universe after death. Scripturally the 
scattering of one’s remains over the ground is in fact a sign of judgement against those who have worshipped the creation over the 
Creator.11 Without a grave such people are forgotten. The custom of scattering the cremated remains over and above the act of cre-
mation itself takes an even greater step away from the clear confession of our faith. The practice of scattering the remains of the body 
is incongruous with a belief in the resurrection of the dead.12 An actual grave preserves the truth about the sanctity and uniqueness of 
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each human body, and provides a location for grieving family to visit and express their grief. The absence of an actual grave for a per-
son leaves the family and future generations without any lasting memorial of that person’s existence.13 Similarly, the practice of keep-
ing the cremated remains of a loved one on a mantle, etc., rather than reverently laying them to rest, is not in accord with our faith.14 

The Christian body, even if it happens to be cremated, is no simple memento left behind at death, but is an integral part of a person’s 
being as God created him. The Christian Church firmly believes that that body will be resurrected on the last day, and that the depart-
ed soul will be returned to it. The practice of keeping the urn in the home should be discouraged. Our hope for our departed loved 
ones is found in Christ. Closeness to them is not maintained through keeping their cremated bodies close at hand, but through the 
Communion of the Church, where the faithful are forever bound together in their Lord (Rom 8:35-39). In the resurrection on the last 
day a true physical reunion will be granted to all the faithful in Christ’s Kingdom, which will have no end. 
 

Although there is no Word of the Lord that forbids the practice of cremation, clearly the traditional Christian form of burial 
is more in keeping with our faith. The intentional destruction of the human body after death may be free to us under the Gospel, but 
the practice is neither helpful nor up-building in making a clear confession of our faith in the bodily resurrection of the dead. In mak-
ing a decision for his own burial, it is preferable for the Christian to confess this truth by entrusting his body into the keeping of al-
mighty God. In making decisions for a loved one who has not given direction for his own burial, the same counsel is recommended. 
In looking after the affairs of a loved one who has made a decision to be cremated, the Christian may, without harm to conscience, 
fulfill the wishes of the deceased. They may not, however, fulfill the wishes of a loved one to have his ashes scattered in an illegal 
manner. In this case the Christian must obey God, rather than man, who has commanded us to obey the authorities set over us in all 
things that do not contradict the Word of God (Rom 13:1-2, Acts 5:29). The Christian should endeavor to ensure that the bodily re-
mains are treated with the dignity that they deserve. A pastor should make every effort to confess and teach the scriptural truth about 
the bodily resurrection of the dead in his congregation. In the case where a decision has already been made to cremate the body of a 
congregational member, he may in good conscience officiate at such a funeral as long as the remains are reverently laid to rest.15  In 
the case where no decision has been made he should offer his counsel in accord with our faith. If the opportunity arises prior to 
death the pastor should lay out the truths of our faith for the dying person and/or family members, that they may make a faithful de-
cision. If a person in weakness chooses to be cremated despite the pastor’s teaching and counsel, the pastor may still officiate in good 
conscience. Although the practice of cremation does not make a clear confession of our faith in the resurrection, the Lord has not 
expressly forbidden it. 
 

The Church does not seek to unduly burden the conscience of the Christian with new laws and so teach as doctrines the pre-
cepts of men. She does, however, seek to encourage the Lord’s children to live out their faith keeping in mind that all things may be 
lawful but not all things are helpful or build up. The traditional burial methods that the church has practised for hundreds of years 
make a clear confession about the resurrection of the dead. This practice was not something new but flowed out of the Old Testa-
ment into the New Testament and so out into the life of the Church. Although such customs are not binding on the conscience, they 
are good and salutary and so should not be abandoned lightly. Cremation as a burial method has become relatively common in deal-
ing with the human body after death. Even amongst Christians the practice has been rising in frequency. It must be admitted, howev-
er, that the intentional destruction of the body of the sleeping Christian does not make a very clear confession of the resurrection of 
the body. In some cases it can even lead to real confusion about this doctrine. For the sake of our faith and its confession in the 
world, it is therefore advisable and preferable that whenever possible Christians lay their bodies to rest in the state that God created 
them. Trusting in the Lord and His promises, we may leave our bodies in the keeping of almighty God until the last day when our 
Redeemer will stand on the earth and in our own flesh we will see God. 
 

Guidelines for Pastoral Care in the Context of Cremation 
 

Given the fact that a significant number of funerals or memorial services which Christian pastors currently perform are for persons 
whose remains have been cremated, pastors need to provide care for those grieving in these circumstances, recognizing on the one 
hand that cremation does not testify to the resurrection of the body in the way that burial does, but at the same time recognizing that 
for the Christian, having one’s remains cremated does not jeopardize one’s salvation. The pastor should act in the following manner: 
 

1. While not the case in Canada, there are places in the world where, because of the scarcity of land, it has become virtually impossi-
ble to purchase land for cemeteries and for burial plots. If cremation has become the only option in certain lands, Christians need to 
find ways to make clear witness for our faith in the resurrection of the body. 
 

2. The pastor should not offend the consciences of those who have chosen cremation. In the case of one who is dying and who has 
made up one’s mind on the subject, using the law to convince them to do otherwise could create spiritual doubt regarding their rela-
tionship to God. 
 

3. The pastor should discourage thoughts of having the ashes of the departed scattered, for this practice indeed arises from a pagan 
denial of the importance of the body, and creates the impression that the spirit’s survival is all that matters. 
 

4. Families of Christians who have been cremated should be encouraged to have the remains of their loved ones placed in a colum-
barium, or kept together in some other way. The name of the deceased should be noted on the urn and/or on the niche in memory 
of the one who has died and who awaits the resurrection. 
 

5. Though ashes cannot be committed to the earth in the same way that a body may be committed, a clear message of hope in the 
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 resurrection of the body needs take place even as the ashes are commended into the hands of God in the hope of the resurrection. 
 

6. As is always the case, the clear message given at the funeral/memorial of all Christians is the hope of the resurrection of the dead, 
not merely the survival of the individual in heaven. Our creeds confess the resurrection of the body (indeed, of the flesh!), not merely 
the survival of the soul. 
 

7. In sermons and Bible studies throughout the church year, especially when dealing with lessons that cover the subject, the Christian 
teaching on the resurrection of the dead must be stressed, and the blessings confessed by the traditional practice of burial over against 
cremation must be noted. Burial should be encouraged over against cremation as the means by which the church best confesses be-
fore the world the return of Christ and the resurrection of the body. 
 

ENDNOTES 
 
1 AC XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII; Ap VIII, XV, XXVII; FC X 
2 It should be noted that in this process it is simply not possible to recover all the remains of an individual body from the cremation chamber. Operators of crema-
toriums endeavour to collect the majority of the bodily remains after the burning process is complete, but inevitably some are left behind. The result is that the 
bodily remains that are returned to the family are likely to contain some of the bodily remains of previously cremated individuals and that some of the bodily re-
mains of the a loved one will be commingled with the following cremations. This fact is often explicitly stated in the “Authorization to Cremate.” 
3 Gen 23:19; 25:9; 35:29; 49:31; 50:13-14; Deut 10:6; 34:6; Josh 24:32-33; Judg 8:32; 1 Sam 25:1; 2 Sam 2:4; 21:14; 1 Kgs 2:10; 11:43; 13:31; 2 Kgs 13:20; 23:30 etc. 
Not to be properly buried is a sign of judgement (Jer 8:2; 16:4, 6). 
4 Such was the case with Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19: 24) and also with the Golden Calf (Exod 32: 20). The Lord destroys the sons of Aaron (Nabab and Abi-
hu) with fire when they disobey Him (Lev 10:1-2). In Num 11:1-3 the Lord burns part of the Israelite camp when the people complained in His hearing. The Lord 
commands that Achan and his household be stoned and burned with fire for disobeying His command (Josh 7:15; 7:25). The bodies of Saul and his sons were 
burned before their bones were buried, but this appears to be a case of expediency due to their dismemberment and display upon the city walls of their enemies (1 
Sam 31: 12-13; 1 Chr 10: 12). Even so, the manner of their death and their burial could arguably be connected to God’s judgement. In 2 Chr 16: 14 and 21: 19 
there appears to be some form of fire connected with the burial of some of the kings of Judah, but it is not clear that these were actual cremations. Christ repeated-
ly connects the image of burning with fire to hell (Matt 5:22; 18:9; 25:41; Mark 9:42-48). He also connects the image of being burned up with God’s judgement 
(Matt 7:19; 13:40; John 15:6). In the Revelation to St. John God regularly exercises His judgment with fire (Rev 8:5, 7; 9:18; 11:5; 14:10; 16:8; 17:16;18:8; 19:20; 20:9
-10, 14-15; 21:8). Jeremiah 25: 33 implies that not being buried is tantamount to being “garbage”, while Num 11: 1-3 recommends that complaining Israelites 
should be consumed with fire. 
5 Most provinces in Canada do not regard cremated human remains as “human remains” under the law. There are statutes that are instituted to protect the dignity 
of the human body after death; however, once the body has been burned these statutes do not appear to apply. 
6 “We must think this way about Baptism and make it profitable for ourselves. So when our sins and conscience oppress us, we strengthen ourselves and take com-
fort and say, “Nevertheless, I am baptized. And if I am baptized, it is promised to me that I shall be saved and have eternal life, both in soul and body.” For that is 
the reason why these two things are done in Baptism: the body – which can grasp nothing but the water – is sprinkled and, in addition, the Word is spoken for the 
soul to grasp. Now, since both, the water and the Word, make one Baptism, therefore, body and the soul must be saved and live forever (1 Cor 15:53). The soul 
lives through the Word, which it believes, but the body lives because it is united with the soul and also holds on through Baptism as it is able to grasp it.” LC IV. 
Baptism (44-46) Luther asserts a similar truth with regard to the Sacrament of the Altar in his writing of 1527 entitled, This is my Body: “But the heart knows well 
what the mouth eats, for it grasps the words and eats spiritually what the mouth eats physically. But since the mouth is the heart’s member, it must ultimately live in 
eternity on account of the heart, which lives eternally through the Word, because it also eats here physically the same eternal food which its heart eats spiritually at 
the same time.” AE 37:87 
7 Matt 27:52; Acts 13:36; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor 15:6, 18, 20, 51; 1 Thess 4:13-15; 5:10; 2 Peter 3:4 
8 AE 53:326 
9 AE 43:137 
10 Most Provincial Law in Canada does not expressly forbid this practice and in some cases is being amended to allow it. The scattering of ashes on land that is not 
your own cannot be done, however, without the express permission of the land owner or appropriate governing body. Scattering ashes without express permission 
to do so is illegal and you can be prosecuted for trespassing and littering. Unlike land that has been specifically designated for cemetery use, the scattering of ashes 
in a particular location in no way guarantees the relatives future access to that land or in any way protects the way in which that land may be used or developed in 
the future. Ashes scattered or buried on your own land in no way binds future owners with regard to the use of that land. 
11 “And they shall be spread before the sun and the moon and all the host of heaven, which they have loved and served, which they have gone after, and which they 
have sought and worshiped. And they shall not be gathered or buried. They shall be as dung on the surface of the ground.” (Jer 8:2). 
12 A plethora of practices is emerging as the scattering of ashes is becoming more sociably acceptable in the North American context. Some, while seeming to bor-
der on the ridiculous (such as fireworks and helium balloons loaded with human remains designed to explode at certain altitudes), are a clear assault on the sanctity 
and dignity of the human body and by no means can be countenanced by God’s people. Other practices involving memory and sharing circles or portioning of the 
remains in cups to be individually cast into the wind have a markedly pagan air about them and should also be avoided. 
13 God’s people have consistently from Old Testament times established memorials of a person’s existence. These memorials not only provide invaluable records of 
our ancestry but also stand as a constant reminder of death and the need for repentance. If emerging trends continue, whole generations could leave this world 
without any record left of their existence. Conceivably a time could come when no one would have to face death and the need for salvation in a body being laid to 
rest in the ground; no rows of stones would call out to passers by to number their days and consider the world to come. 
14 Once again a disturbing number of options are being made available for the disposal of cremated bodily remains, including having them transformed into a gem 
stone or encased in some piece of jewellery or picture frame. Such practices clearly make a veritable mockery of the human body and are decisively opposed to the 
truth of the bodily resurrection of the dead. 
15 The act of cremation should not be regarded as a form of committal of the body. The committal involves the actual burial of the remains of the Christian body. 
The Committal Service should be preformed when the remains are buried, rather than at the Crematorium. 
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 Sunday School   
Summer Sunday School begins Sunday, June 3, 2018.          

Students will journey together each Sunday to a new place in 

the Bible.  They will journey with Jeremiah, Jeremiah 29:1-14 

& 33:1-16; Journey with the Wise Men, Matthew 2; and Jour-

ney with the Royal Officer, John 4:46-54: and Journey to Beth-

any, Luke 10:38-42.  Each journey always  

ending with Jesus, our Savior. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS LOOKING FOR TEACHERS AND 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS FOR THE UPCOMPING 2018-

2019 SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR.  God has certainly blessed 

Trinity with children in our congregation.  If you are that 

someone who enjoys working with children, please contact  

Pastor Olson, Keith Giles, or call the church office and leave a 

message with Lisa.   

Regular classes will resume on September 9, 2018.   

A “SPECIAL” thank you to those serving on the Sunday 

School staff for the 2017-2018 year.  Thank you to  

Darshee and Derek Buist, Lisa Chandler, Tonya 

Hedquist, Magdalena and Brian Quinn.  This could not 

have been done without you.  THANK YOU! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
This year’s VBS will held Monday June 25th thru Friday June 29th 

from 9am till noon. If you would like to help , or if you have any 

questions, please contact Carol at (307) 554-0904. 
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Our next meeting will be September 8th in the LWML room at 9:30 a. m.  All ladies are 

invited and welcome to attend a meeting at any time! Please use the back entrance by 

the kitchen if you would like to join us! 

Upcoming Activities 

The LWML Wyoming District  Convention  is in Cheyenne, WY on June 21-23. The 

theme is Jesus...For there is no other name...Acts 4:12. We are collecting items to fill 

backpacks for the Wind River Indian Reservation at the convention. There will be a box 

in the Narthex for these donations. Please look for more information in the bulletin. 

                                                      Mites and Missions 

Each month LWML sends a donation to a different mission project. The June donation 

goes to Concordia Gospel Outreach, which distributes gospel materials to the world 

from Concordia Publishing House. 

The mites collected on the 2nd Sunday of each month go to the Wyoming District office 

to be distributed to a number of grants which will be voted on at the upcoming District 

Convention to be held June 21st—23rd in Cheyenne. 

Book Nook 

(A Christian Living Resource Center) 

You will find cards for every occasion in the book nook. Cards include a printed scrip-

ture verse. Come by and browse the selection! Stop by and check it out! The Book Nook 

is located in the LWML room just outside of the Fellowship Hall. If you need assistance 

please see Jo Giles or call her at 235-1664 . 

Quilting 

The quilting ladies meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 9 a.m. in the fellow-

ship Hall, September through May. We will begin again in September. We have made 

around 30 quilts so far this year. We can always use any size sheets, or blankets in good 

repair. Queen size or larger flat sheets or blankets work best. If you have any you would 

like to donate, there is a box in the LWML room for them. A big thank you to those who 

have donated in the past! Without your help we could not have made so many! Anyone 

who would like to help make them is welcome at any time! For questions please contact 

Nancy Martin at  237-8598, or Joyce Ewing at 333-2723.  
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Fellowship News: 
 

The newly decorated Food Bank Donations Barrel has been placed in the Narthex, 

near the south sanctuary doors.  A sincere “THANK YOU” is extended to Jessica  

Stewart for the freshened-up barrel.  A list of food bank donation suggestions that 

may be helpful are: 
 

♦    Canned tuna or salmon  ♦    Rice (especially whole grain) 

♦    Canned chicken (or other meats) ♦    Oatmeal 

♦    Canned beans    ♦    Pasta (especially whole grain) 

♦    Canned soups & stews  ♦    Canned diced tomatoes 

♦    Peanut butter    ♦    Canned tomato sauce 

♦    Nuts     ♦    Canned vegetables 

♦    Canned chili    ♦    Cooking oils (especially olive oil) 

♦    Trail mix    ♦    Flour 
 

A reminder that expiration dates are important.  Holy Cross Food Bank (or other  

similar organizations) cannot accept any expired products because of certification  

requirements.  “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, ...who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.”   

(Psalm 146:5-7).   

A Trinity Fellowship Group member will regularly transport the donated items to  

Holy Cross Food Bank.   

THANK YOU! 
 

 

PIE SUNDAY - JULY 15, 2018 
 

Refreshments for Fellowship time following the Worship Service will be various pie 

offerings.  Trinity men and women are known for their excellent baking skills.   

Fellowship is asking those who desire to share their favorite pie contribution to look 

for the sign-up sheet posted on the Fellowship Board near the entrance to the Parish 

Hall.  Approximately 15+ pies would offer a variety of choice selections.  Fellowship 

(especially Gene) thank you, and we know those who enjoy the slice (or 2) also thank 

you. 
 

TRINITY/MOUNT HOPE FAMILY PICNIC - CASPER MOUNTAIN 
 

August 26, 2018  - Time:  NOON 
 

Congregations will attend their regular 9:00 a.m. worship service at their respective 

churches.  A combined Trinity/Mount Hope Family Picnic will be held at the North 

Shelter at Bear Trap on Casper Mountain.  Meat, drinks, and picnic-ware (paper 

plates, plastic-ware, napkins) will be provided.  Any and all side dishes to complete a 

picnic menu will be appreciated.  Remember your lawn chairs.  Activities will include 

a hymn-fest and games and especially, great fellowship.  SAVE THE DATE! 
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Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 

Officers & Board Chairmen 

Chairman:   Ryan Waterbury 

          (307) 258-5520 
 

 

Vice—Chairman:  Michael Collins 

        (307) 259-5153 
 

 

Treasurer:   Andrew Beyeler 

         (307) 899-0553 
 

 

Financial    Sage Haight 

Secretary:   (307) 258-6124 
 

 

Recording    Faye Lund 

Secretary:   (307) 234-2328 
 

 

Head     Jack Hyde 

Elder:    (307) 473-1005 
 

 

Stewardship:  Leonard Bauer 

     (307) 267-7171 
 

 

Head     Brian Chandler 

Trustee:   (307) 399-0799 
 

 

Christian    Keith Giles 

Education:   (307) 235-1664 
 

 

Fellowship:   Gene Long 

     (307) 235-8065 

 

 

Young Peoples   Victoria Haight 

Work:    (307)287-3347 
 

 

LWML President:  Faye Lund 

     (307) 234-2328 

 

Board of Elders 
 

 

Lou Allgeier: Stu - W 
(307) 265-1894 

 
Shawn Dukart: Ru - Sto 

(307) 251-8431 
 

Gary Edds: Mass - Pi 
(307) 462-6065 

 
John Ewing: Q - Ro 

(307) 333-2723 
 

Marty Finch: He - Kre 
(307) 268-8471 

 
Jack Hyde: Kru - Masca 

(307) 473-1005 
 

Rick Reimann: Cr - Ha 
(307) 577-5661  

 
Kyle Rice: Bon - Co 

(307) 235-0812 
 

Zak Szekely: A - Bol 
(307) 760-7922 

 

Concerns about the Divine Service, service times, 
pastoral care, church membership, or similar items 
should be addressed to the chairman of the Board 

of Elders, Jack Hyde. 
 

The members of the Board of Elders work closely with 
the Pastor for the spiritual well-being of the 

congregation.  

FUNDRAISING GUILDELINES: 
(on Church Property) 

 

Please do not use the fellowship time after 
services for soliciting. All fundraising needs 
to be approved by the Board of Elders. No  
collections in the sanctuary or on church 
property except for those by auxiliaries 
(LWML, or boards of the congregations such 
as Youth Group, Fellowship) are allowed.  
This includes the solicitation for schools, 
sports, scouts or any group not specifically 
identified and associated with the  
congregation.   
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

3rd: Gary Edds & Kyle Rice 

10th: Zak Szekely & Rick Reimann 

17th: John Ewing & Lou Allgeier 

24th:  Shawn Dukart & Jack Hyde  

CRUCIFER 
 

 3rd: Matthew Quinn  

 10th: Noah Waterbury 

 17th: Silas Witkop 

 24th: Matthew Quinn 

USHERS 
 

3rd:  Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton,  

 Richard Oates,  Brian Quinn, Kyle Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice 

10th:  Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist Jim Kirchen,  

 Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt, Josh Witkop 

17th:  Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long,  

 Bryan Pickett, Rick Reimann, Ryan Waterbury 

24th:  Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell, Zak Szekely  

2018 June Sunday Service Roster 

GREETERS 
  3rd: Beth Burgess, David and Kathy Hutton  

  10th: Carol Boe, Peggy Johnson, Karon Rufenacht  

  17th: Joan Ellbogen, Jim Kirchen  

  24th: Keith & Abi Schoup, Dick & LaRee Means 

ALTAR GUILD 

Rob & Darla Reese 
 

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS 

   3rd:  Neala Du Mont & Hailey Willis 

   10th:  Essence Koch & Bethany Quinn 

   17th:  Caitlynn & Rebekah Wise 

   24th:  Terra McCumber & Ayla Huss 
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Be a Life-saver! Come run or walk with True Care! Register to 
become a sponsored runner or walker for True Care Women’s  
Resource Center, Casper’s medical pregnancy help center. There 
were 6 sponsored runner/walkers from our church last year.  Let’s 
make it 10 this year! 

  
  

The Heroes Run/Walk for Life is Saturday, June 2 at the North 
Casper Athletic Complex across from the Boys and Girls Club. The 
run begins at 8:00 am and the walk at 9:00 am. Wear your super hero 
costume!  Free pancake breakfast from 8:30 to 10:00am.   
Face-painting and other fun activities for the kids.   Not available 
on June 2?  No problem—run or walk at your convenience!  Don’t 
like to collect money?  No problem—True Care will collect your 
pledges!  A representative from the Center will be here Sunday, April 
29 with registration and sponsorship forms.  More info 
at www.TrueCareGiving.net or call Lilly at 472-2810. 

http://www.truecaregiving.net/
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 June Baptisms 
4  Brian Quinn 

5  Marie Rieker 

 Brad Stutheit  

 Jade Stutheit 

6  Sarah Willis 

7  Arlene Ewalt 

 Kathy Finch 

 Michael Herndon 

 Juanita Soulek 

9  Kelley Anderson 

 Jerred Stoll 

13 Teri Lyttle 

14 Faye Lund 

18 Joe Larsen 

25 Kim Beem 

26 Xavier Buist 

27 LaRee Means 

30 Steve Jenkins 

June Birthdays 
3  Rae Appel 

4  Peggy Johnson 

 Sarah Willis 

5 Jade Schulte 

 Heather Thorpe 

 Parker Wilson 

 

 

 

 
 

 
6  Verna Larsen 

7  Hannah Schoup 

8  Michaella Dukart 

9  Xavier Buist 

11 Jon Beem 

12 Keith Giles 

 Richard Reimann 

 Avery Waterbury 

15 Kim Beem 

20 Willa Beyeler 

21 Mari Stoll 

22 Kevin Boies 

23 Leonard Bauer 

24 David Hutton 

 Paul Olson 

25 Keith Schoup 

 Jensen Sherwin 

27 Bradley Reese 

29 Rick Means 

30 Bud Ross 

 June Wedding Anniversaries 
6/1   Richard & LaRee Means   60 Years 

6/8   Rick & Nancy Means    27 Years 

6/20   Micah & Erin Christensen   3   Years 

6/21   Brian & Lisa Chandler   10 Years 

6/24   Gene & Deanna Long    51 Years 

6/25   Marty & Kathy Finch    30 Years 

6/28   Jon & Kim Beem       4 Years 
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June 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
The Holy Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:35 am 

28 
Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

  

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

29 30 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

31 
 

 
 

 

 

1 2 
 

3 
First Sunday              
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study & Summer  

Sunday School 

10:35 am 

4 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

  

Pastor’s Day Off 

5 

 

VBS Volunteer 

Meeting 

6pm 

 

 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

6 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 
 
 

Cranmore     

Memorial    

Service 

10:30 am 

10 
Second Sunday          

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 
LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Bible Study & Summer  

Sunday School 

10:35 am 

11 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

12 
 

Pastor at Powder 

River Circuit 

Meeting in        

Sundance 

9am - 2pm 

 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

13 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Elders’ Meeting 

7 pm 

14 15 
 

 

June 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 

 

17 
Third Sunday           
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study & Summer  

Sunday School 

10:35 am 

 
 

18 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

19 
 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

20 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 

 
 

 

21 22 23 

 

24 
Fourth Sunday         

after Trinity 
 Divine Service 9 am 

Bible Study & Summer  

Sunday School 

10:35 am 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor’s Day Off 

26 
 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 
 

 

27 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 
 

28 29 

 

30 
 

Pastor at the LWML Convention 
in Cheyenne 

VBS at Trinity Lutheran Church 


