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Why Am I a Lutheran? 
The ongoing Ministry of the Risen Christ 

 

By Rev. Dr. Kenneth W. Wieting  
Pastor Emeritus, Luther Memorial Chapel, Shorewood, WI 

 

 Discovering an aversion to the question of this article (procrastinating instead of pro-
ceeding!), I told someone in my congregation that I could answer with one word:  Jesus!  
A fuller personal and pastoral reflection on this question might be as follows:  I am a 
Lutheran Christian due solely to the grace our heavenly Father bestows through the sav-
ing work and gifts of Jesus Christ, beginning for me in Holy Baptism.  The Holy Spirit 
caused St. Paul to express it this way to the church at Corinth:  “For all the promises of 
God find their Yes in him.  That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God 
for his glory” (2 Cor 1:20).  St. Paul wrote this summary statement in weakness, contend-
ing with “super-apostles” offering another Jesus.  He wrote these wonderous words as 
he contended for his apostolic office and apostolic authority in the deeply troubled 
church at Corinth.  It is a statement that helps us see that “authority” in the preaching 
office is a gospel word—a word revealing the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ! 
     All the promises of God are “yes” in Jesus, and when the risen Christ opens minds to 
understand the Holy Scriptures, God’s promises are expressed this way: “It is written 
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations” (Luke 24:45-47).  
Such proclamation, such preaching, the Holy Spirit has used to call me by the gospel, 
enlighten me with his gifts, sanctify and keep me in the true faith.  Such proclamation of 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is the Ongoing Ministry of the Risen Christ. 
 That is why I am a Christian and why I am a Lutheran:  the ongoing ministry of the risen 
Christ! 
 Even before his incarnation, hearts were brought to faith in Christ through his minis-
try.  Through his Old Testament prophets, the preincarnate Word spoke to his people.  
When the prophets said “thus says the Lord of hosts” or when God said to them 
“write,” it wasn’t that God spoke somewhere far away, reverberating in space.  Rather, 
the Lord of hosts was present and speaking through his mouthpiece (his prophet) in that 
very place to those very people.  One with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Son (the 
Eternal Word) was warning fallen sinners and proclaiming God’s grace to them in the 
coming Messiah. 
 Then he came!  In the miracle of the ages his body was knit together in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, sharing our flesh and blood.  He who is life came down to us dying sin-
ners to give us new life!  He came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it―actively in per-
fect obedience to the Father’s will and passively under our punishment.  Born to die 
(Heb 2:14-15), he was baptized to carry our sin.  Carrying our sin, he was baptized in 
blood on the cross, the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
In the very center of human history God died for the sin of his rebellious creatures.  On 
the cross, God the Son cried out in gracious, seeking, loving, forgiving victory:  “It is 
finished!”  He handed over the Spirit (John 19:30) who at his baptism had anointed him 
for this saving work.  The work of our redemption was complete! 
 How complete?  While we do not fully understand, this wondrous gift is constantly 
made known by the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ!  Fresh from the grave he spoke abso-
lution to his deserting, denying, hiding disciples:  “'Peace be with you.  As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you’.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them  
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiv-
en them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld’” (John 20:21-23). 

 
Reprinted with permission from LOGIA: A Journal of Lutheran Theology, vol. 26, no. 4, Reformation 2017 

mailto:Seelsorge8@aol.com


 

 

     The resurrection peace that Jesus speaks is outside of us:  objective peace in the heart of God toward us, even when our 
feelings are not at peace.  This peace made “by the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20).  This is peace of sins forgiven, of sinners 
reconciled to God.  This peace the risen Christ made of first importance in his ongoing ministry through his sent ones.  This 
is peace they are to deliver in his stead.  Earlier Jesus said of those he sent out to proclaim his words, “He who hears you 
hears me”  (Luke 10:16).  In their preaching, his person and his kingdom is a present reality.  Proclamation of repentance and 
forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name is  therefore not simply a preacher talking “about Jesus” but the risen Christ in the midst of 
his people proclaiming himself.  The ongoing ministry of the risen Christ in the divine service therefore might be described this way: 
  

  Jesus comes!  Always one with the Father and the Holy Spirit, He comes!  As God’s “yes” to every promise (2 
Cor 1:20), fulfiller of Moses and Psalms and the Prophets (Luke 24), He comes.  Righteous and having salvation 
He comes.  Praised by His holy angels and the saints in glory (the Preface and Sanctus), He comes.  In Word and 
Meal, both Giver and Gift, the risen Christ comes. 

  The reason His Church gathers together in worship each week is because Jesus comes . . . What happens in 
the Divine Service is a matter of life and death because the Lord brings life to us dying sinners.  The new life He 
bestowed in Holy Baptism He now comes to feed and nourish . . . The sermon will therefore encourage and invite 
the hearers to receive right now what Jesus is present to bestow.  That is, not only will the sermon trumpet the 
Lord’s completed work at the cross and open tomb and not only will it trumpet truth that this blessed release from 
sin is “for you” (the hearers), but the sermon will also trumpet the presence of the risen Christ to bestow His heal-
ing forgiveness in that very service through His appointed means.  The sermon will proclaim how the gap between 
the cross and us sinners is right now, today, bridged in water of Baptism, in the Sacrament of Christ’s body and 
blood, in Holy Absolution, and in the proclamation of the Gospel.  The sermon will not merely talk about Christ 
but speak the very word of Christ through which the word made flesh is present.1 

 Augsburg Confession article V sets forth the intimate connection between the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ and the 
preaching office he has given.  We read: 
 

 So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering the sacraments was institut-
ed.  For through the Word and the sacraments as through instruments the Holy Spirit is given, who effects faith 
where and when it pleases God in those who hear the gospel, that is to say, in those who hear that God, not on 
account of our own merits but on account of Christ, justifies those who believe that they are received into grace on 
account of Christ.  (AC V)  

 

    In AC V., “on account of Christ,” by whom God justifies through faith and Christians believe they are received into grace, 
cannot be limited to what Jesus did in the past.  Scripture speaks of “all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day that he 
was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen” (Acts 1:2).  The 
Acts of the Apostles are in truth the Acts of Jesus and the Holy Spirit through his apostles.  What he began in the visible flesh 
(the doing and the teaching), he continued and still continues to do.  The ongoing ministry of the risen Christ is a ministry of salva-
tion and restoration present through what the apostles did and said.  In their speaking and acting Christ is speaking and act-
ing.  In the context of preachers still being sent out to proclaim Christ today, Romans 10:17 proclaims that faith comes through 
hearing and hearing through the word of Christ.  Surely this “word of Christ” is about Christ (all his wonders and works) but surely 
this “word of Christ” is also Christ’s own utterance―his speaking to us―a word from Christ.  So also through his preaching 
office, Christ himself is present to speak his life-giving word.  Faith is given where God himself is at work and I am a Chris-
tian and a Lutheran because of the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ who brings his word to me (Rom. 10:8-12).  
     This treasure of God’s word calls forth thanksgiving for the Reformer’s intense study of Scripture, for his trust in its full 

truthfulness and authority, and for the sola scriptura confession of the Reformation.  The beautiful linking of Scripture and 
God’s grace (sola gratia) and his gift of faith (sola fide) finds its marriage in Christ alone (solus Christus).  I am deeply thankful 
that the pastors and congregations and seminaries and synod that have served me confess the Bible as God’s true word, with-
out error, living and active.  This trust is not something new, invented by Lutherans, but in continuity with the holy apostolic 
church. 
 Thankfulness for the activity of God’s word centers also in the priesthood of all believers (1 Pet 2:9-10).  In many ways, 

God’s saints proclaimed God’s mercy and the Christian faith to me, the most constant way being the creeds confessed and 
the hymns sung in worship.  As a child, my parents insisted on weekly worship so that we could hear God’s word.  It is the 
most loving parental act, for there we meet with the risen Christ.  They also insisted that I learn by heart the saving treasures 
Dr. Luther confesses in simple words in the Small Catechism.  In Sunday School, I heard the events of Scripture and of God’s 
love for sinners in Christ.  At critical times―amid tempting voices―fellow saints spoke encouragement to me to trust what 
God reveals rather than the counsel of the world.  Through the years, I understood that because of Jesus there was for-
giveness for me in his word and through Holy Baptism and through the sacrament of the altar.   
 
 
1. Kenneth Wieting, “Sacramental Preaching:  The Lord’s Supper,” in Preaching is Worship, ed. Paul J. Grime and Dean W. Nadasdy (St. Louis, MO:   

Concordia Publishing House, 2011), 79-75 



 

 

 His promise is clear:  “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20).  His doing and teaching now is done with 
all the authority in heaven and on earth (Matt 28:18).  His doing and teaching now still occurs in perfect unity with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit.  His doing and teaching now is surely linked to how he ministered to the Emmaus disciples on the eve of 
his resurrection (Luke 24), the day of the new creation.  Fresh from the grave, with victory over all our foes, the crucified and 
risen Christ ministered to his disciples by preaching repentance and forgiveness of sins in his name and then revealing himself 
in the breaking of bread.  
 Now, in the divine service, his teaching (the word) still comes before his feeding (the sacrament) and the ongoing ministry of the 
risen Christ is clearly confessed throughout the liturgy.  His resurrection peace is given in the absolution and the Pax and the 
Benediction.  Dr. Luther regarded the Pax as “a public absolution of the sins of the communicants, the true voice of the gos-
pel announcing remission of sins, and therefore the one and most worthy preparation for the Lord’s Table, if faith holds to 
these words as coming from the mouth of Christ himself” (LW 53:28-29).  In the New Testament, the Kyrie (Lord have mer-
cy) is spoken only to Jesus, who is present.  Our praying the Kyrie in the divine service is also voiced to Jesus, who is present 
in our midst to hear our cries for mercy. 
 What his sacrificial death has won for us―forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation―the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ delivers 
in Holy Communion. His forgiveness is received in faith even as his body and his blood are orally received.  His ministry to us 
at the altar includes his distribution of this heavenly food.  This is so because “we are talking about the presence of the living 
Christ, for we know that death no longer has dominion over him” (Ap x, 4).  His true body and true blood are present, and 
the living Christ is present to deliver them.  Dr. Luther wrote:  “We know that it is the Lord’s Supper, in name and reality, not 
the supper of Christians.  For the Lord not only instituted it, but also prepares and gives it himself, and is himself cook, butler, 
food, and drink” (LW 37:142).  Jesus’ gracious ministry to us at his table is foundational to why this sinner is a Lutheran.  The 
Apology confesses of the woman who was forgiven much (Luke 7:36-50), “The woman came with this conviction about 
Christ:  That she should seek the forgiveness of sins from him.  This is the highest way to worship Christ” (Ap IV, 154).  For 
this high worship, I surely qualify and find joy in so confessing as a Lutheran. 
 The ongoing ministry of the risen Christ includes his activity for us in God’s gift of prayer.  John Kleinig writes of this joyous on-
going work of our Lord who prays with us from the font to baptism’s completion in our death. 
  

 The prayer of Jesus did not end at His death.  In fact, all the praying that He did during His three years of ministry 
was just the prelude to his great work of intercession after His resurrection and ascension . . . He intercedes in heav-
en itself with God the Father for the whole human family (Hebrews 7:23-28).  Yet, amazingly, He is also present 
with us here on earth.  In the Church, our dear Lord joins us and includes us in His intercession.  He is our media-
tor, the one who stands with us and brings us to God the Father (1 Timothy 2:5).  Through Him and His ongoing 
intercession for us we can “approach” God the Father in prayer (Hebrews 7:25).2 

 

     When I now teach the Lord’s Prayer and when I might lead into this prince of prayers while praying with another, I no 
longer say, “and we pray as Jesus taught.”  Rather, I say, “and we pray as Jesus teaches us to pray and as he prays with us.”  
Dr. Kleinig beautifully connects this ongoing ministry of Christ to the divine service: 
  

   He does not intercede for us in our absence but ushers us into the Father’s presence, where He speaks up for us 
and presents our needs to Him.  Jesus covers us with His righteousness and prays us into the Father’s presence . . . 
He does not just pray for us, He prays with us so that we can join Him in His praying.  This happens for us, most 
obviously, in the Divine Service.  There He includes us in His praying and gets us to join Him as He prays for us 
and the whole world.  In the Divine Service Jesus presents Himself as our intercessor and prays with us.  That is 
why we pray to the Father, “through Jesus Christ our Lord” and in His name.  That is why the pastor often intro-
duces a prayer by greeting the congregation with the words, “The Lord be with you;” he is announcing the pres-
ence of Jesus as our intercessor, our leader in prayer.3 

     

     The ongoing ministry of the risen Christ includes our sanctification.  Indeed, Christ is our righteousness and our sanctification  
(1 Cor 1:30).  The Christian should walk in the newness of life brought about by Christ’s resurrection an given to him or her 
in Holy Baptism.  Faith is a living and active gift and greatly affects how one behaves.  But faith does not end behavioral fail-
ings (1 John 1:8).  Our rebellion against God does not retreat into nonexistence.  Sinners that we are, our view of our inner 
life is always incomplete (Ps 19:12).  We are not called to work our way up to the status of sainthood, but rather we are   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 John W. Kleinig, Grace upon Grace (St. Louis, MO:  Concordia Publishing House, 2008), 159. 
3 Ibid., 160.   



 

 

“called saints” (1 Cor 1:1-2).  As we journey through this life, we do so united with the life of Jesus.  He continues to cover us 
with his holiness as he began in our baptism (Gal 3:27).  In part, this is also why I am Lutheran, for we clearly confess the 
scriptural tension of the Christian as both saint and sinner.  Concerning the new life in which we walk, St. Paul wrote, “I have 
been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20).  The power source in living a holy life is the ongoing 
ministry of the risen Christ, which includes his in-dwelling.  This means that “(t)he entire life of Christian service should be viewed 
as Christ’s action being carried out in the life of the believer.”4  I am a Lutheran because my confidence is not anchored in 
what I do or feel but in what Christ continues to do for me and in me. 
 The ongoing ministry of the risen Christ proclaims the cross, not glory, on earth.  The theology of glory is common to human ideas 
of ministry, but the theology of the cross is what Jesus brings.  His ministry to us makes clear that heaven is not on earth and 
that we cannot transform this hostile and passing world into heaven.  His own are not to conform themselves to the world 
(Rom 12:2) and in so living his own will have fellowship in his sufferings (1 Pet 4:13; 2 Cor 1:5-7).  He works in that suffering 
to remove our idols and to purge away our pride.  He works in our suffering and our death to bring to completion what he 
began in us at the font (Phil 1:6). 
 That means that the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ has the power to light our way through death’s dark shadow land.  “Yea 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for Thou art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me” (Ps 23:4).  That is ministry to the full:  ministry that includes our bodily resurrection, ministry that fulfills all of 
God’s promises (2 Cor 1:20).  It is his mission, his ministry:  the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ. 
 So, why am I Lutheran?  Jesus!  I am a Christian and a Lutheran because certainty for my salvation is found not in myself but 
in the ongoing ministry of the risen Christ.  “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Rom 10:4).  
What Lutherans confess springs up from the Bible.  At the center of this confession that reflects the apostolic foundation is 
AC IV: 
 

 Likewise, they [our churches] teach that human beings cannot be justified before God by their own powers, merits, 
or works.  But they are justified as a gift on account of Christ through faith when they believe that they are received 
into grace and that their sins are forgiven on account of Christ, who by his death made satisfaction for our sins.  
God reckons this faith as righteousness (Rom. 3:21-26 and 4:5). (Augsburg Confession, Article IV) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodcut of Luther and Hus Distributing the Sacrament by Lucas Cranach the Elder, Circa. 1554 

 

 

4. Harold A. Senkbeil, Sanctification:  Christ in Action (Milwaukee, Wis.:  Northwestern Publishing House, 1989), 109. 



 

 Sunday School   
 

 
No Sunday School classes during July or August.  Regular classes will begin 

again on Sunday, September 9, 2018.  There is still a need for teachers for the  

upcoming 2018-2019 year.  If you enjoy working with children and would like to 

serve in this way, simply let Pastor Olson, Keith Giles or Lisa in the office know.  

Thank you to Sarah Hockaday and Matthew Quinn for helping during the month 

of June with Sunday School.  Their service was well appreciated.  God Bless your 

summer. 

 



 

 

Our next meeting will be September 8th in the LWML room at 9:30 a. m.  All ladies are invited and welcome to attend a 

meeting at any time! Please use the back entrance by the kitchen if you would like to join us! 

Upcoming Activities 

Just a reminder we will be having an executive board meeting in August to plan for the upcoming year. Bring lots 

of ideas for a fun year of serving the Lord with gladness!  

In September Trinity is hosting the Fall Rally. The date will either be September 15th or 22nd. Watch the bulletin 

for the exact date to be announced later. We will be doing an Ingathering for the Child Advocacy Project for 

abused and neglected kids. 

                                                                             Mites and Missions 

Each month LWML sends a donation to a different mission project. The July donation goes to the Garuna (Grace) Foun-
dation which helps prepare leaders for the Lutheran churches in southeast Asia. August’s donation goes to Bethesda Lu-
theran Communities who share the love of Christ with children and adults who have developmental disabilities. 
The mites collected on the 2nd Sunday of each month go to the Wyoming District office to be distributed to a number of 
grants which will be voted on at the upcoming District Convention which was held June 21st—23rd in Cheyenne. 

Book Nook 
(A Christian Living Resource Center) 

You will find cards for every occasion in the book nook. Cards include a printed scripture verse. Come by and browse 
the selection! Stop by and check it out! The Book Nook is located in the LWML room just outside of the Fellowship 
Hall. If you need assistance please see Jo Giles or call her at 235-1664. 

Quilting 
The quilting ladies meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 9 a.m. in the fellowship Hall, September through May.  
We will begin again in September. We have made around 30 quilts so far this year. We can always use any size sheets, 
or blankets in good repair. Queen size or larger flat sheets or blankets work best. If you have any you would like to do-
nate, there is a box in the LWML room for them. A big thank you to those who have donated in the past! Without your 
help we could not have made so many! Anyone who would like to help make them is welcome at any time! For ques-
tions please contact Nancy Martin at  237-8598, or Joyce Ewing at 333-2723.  



 

 

Fellowship News: 
 

The newly decorated Food Bank Donations Barrel has been placed in the Narthex, 

near the south sanctuary doors.  A sincere “THANK YOU” is extended to Jessica  

Stewart for the freshened-up barrel.  A list of food bank donation suggestions that 

may be helpful are: 
 

♦    Canned tuna or salmon  ♦    Rice (especially whole grain) 

♦    Canned chicken (or other meats) ♦    Oatmeal 

♦    Canned beans    ♦    Pasta (especially whole grain) 

♦    Canned soups & stews  ♦    Canned diced tomatoes 

♦    Peanut butter    ♦    Canned tomato sauce 

♦    Nuts     ♦    Canned vegetables 

♦    Canned chili    ♦    Cooking oils (especially olive oil) 

♦    Trail mix    ♦    Flour 
 

A reminder that expiration dates are important.  Holy Cross Food Bank (or other  

similar organizations) cannot accept any expired products because of certification  

requirements.  “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, ...who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.”   

(Psalm 146:5-7).  Contributions will be taken to Holy Cross on the last Friday of each 

month.  All contributions are greatly appreciated 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

PIE SUNDAY - JULY 15, 2018 
 

Refreshments for Fellowship time following the Worship Service will be an assort-

ment of pies.  Trinity men and women are known for their excellent baking skills.   

The Fellowship Committee is asking those who desire to share their favorite pie con-

tribution to look for the sign-up sheet posted on the Fellowship Board near the en-

trance to the Parish Hall.  Approximately 15+ pies would offer a variety of choice se-

lections.  The Fellowship Committee (especially Gene) thanks you, and we know those 

who enjoy a slice (or 2) of pie also thank you! 
 

TRINITY/MOUNT HOPE FAMILY PICNIC - CASPER MOUNTAIN 
 

August 19, 2018  - Time:  NOON 
Memebers of each congregation are asked to attend their regular 9:00 a.m. Divine 

Service at their respective churches.  Following our services, please join us for a com-

bined Trinity/Mount Hope Family Picnic at the North Shelter at Bear Trap on Casper 

Mountain.  Meat, drinks, and picnic-ware (paper plates, plastic-ware, napkins) will be 

provided.  A sign-up sheet will be posted listing the side dishes that attendees are 

asked to bring to the potluck picnic.  You can find the sign-up sheet on the fellowship 

bulletin board.  Please note that August 5th will be the last day to sign up.  Re-

member your lawn chairs.  Activities will include a hymn-fest, games and especially, 

great fellowship.  SAVE THE DATE! 
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Treasurer:   Andrew Beyeler 
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Financial    Sage Haight 
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Head     Jack Hyde 
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Stewardship:  Leonard Bauer 
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Head     Brian Chandler 

Trustee:   (307) 399-0799 
 

 

Christian    Keith Giles 

Education:   (307) 235-1664 
 

 

Fellowship:   Gene Long 

     (307) 235-8065 

 

 

Young Peoples   Victoria Haight 

Work:    (307)287-3347 
 

 

LWML President:  Faye Lund 

     (307) 234-2328 

 

*Church Directory Correction - Phone number 

for Gloria Friesen:  307-265-9177 

 

Board of Elders 
 

 

Lou Allgeier: Stu - W 
(307) 265-1894 

 
Shawn Dukart: Ru - Sto 

(307) 251-8431 
 

Gary Edds: Mass - Pi 
(307) 462-6065 

 
John Ewing: Q - Ro 

(307) 333-2723 
 

Marty Finch: He - Kre 
(307) 268-8471 

 
Jack Hyde: Kru - Masca 

(307) 473-1005 
 

Rick Reimann: Cr - Ha 
(307) 577-5661  

 
Kyle Rice: Bon - Co 

(307) 235-0812 
 

Zak Szekely: A - Bol 
(307) 760-7922 

 

Concerns about the Divine Service, service times, 
pastoral care, church membership, or similar items 
should be addressed to the chairman of the Board 

of Elders, Jack Hyde. 
 

The members of the Board of Elders work closely with 
the Pastor for the spiritual well-being of the 

congregation.  

FUNDRAISING GUILDELINES: 
(on Church Property) 

 

Please do not use the fellowship time after 
services for soliciting. All fundraising needs 
to be approved by the Board of Elders. No  
collections in the sanctuary or on church 
property except for those by auxiliaries 
(LWML, or boards of the congregations such 
as Youth Group, Fellowship) are allowed.  
This includes the solicitation for schools, 
sports, scouts or any group not specifically 
identified and associated with the  
congregation.   



 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

1st: Zak Szekely & Lou Allgeier 

8th: Kyle Rice & Marty Finch 

15th: Sean Dukart & Rick Reimann 

22nd: Jack Hyde & John Ewing 

29th   Zak Szekely & Lou Allgeier 

CRUCIFER 
 

1st:  Noah Waterbury  

8th:  Matthew Quinn 

15th:  Silas Witkop 

22nd:  Jensen Sherwin 

29th    Caleb Sherwin 

USHERS 
 

1st:  Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton,  

 Richard Oates,  Brian Quinn, Kyle Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice 

8th:  Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist Jim Kirchen,  

 Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt, Josh Witkop 

15th:  Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long,  

 Bryan Pickett, Rick Reimann, Ryan Waterbury 

22nd:  Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell, Zak Szekely  

29th: Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell, Zak Szekely 
 

2018 July Sunday Service Roster 

GREETERS 

  1st:  David and Kathy Hutton, Jim Kirchen  

  8th:   Gene & Deanna Long, Tom Lucous 

  15th:  Shawn & Eulynda Dukart, Ryan & Meghan Waterbury 

  22nd:  Josh & JessiKay Witkop 

  29th:  Carol Boe, Karon Rufenacht, Chris Hermel 
  

ALTAR GUILD 

Kathy Hutton & Jennifer Lijewski  
 

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS 

   1st:  Morgan & Evie Witkop 

   8th:  Neala Du Mont & Hailey Willis 

   15th:  Essence Koch & Ayla Huss 

   22nd:  Caitlynn & Rebekah Wise 

   29th:  Terra McCumber & Ayla Huss 



 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

 
 

  5th: Sean Dukart & Gary Edds 

12th: Kyle Rice & Jack Hyde 

19th: Zak Szekely & Lou Allgeier 

26th: Rick Reimann & John Ewing 

 

CRUCIFER 

 
  5th:  Noah Waterbury  

12th:  Caleb Sherwin 

19th:  Silas Witkop 

26th:   Matthew Quinn 

 

USHERS 
 

  5th:  Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton,  

 Richard Oates,  Brian Quinn, Kyle Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice 

12th:  Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist Jim Kirchen,  

 Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt, Josh Witkop 

19th:  Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long,  

 Bryan Pickett, Rick Reimann, Ryan Waterbury 

26th:  Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell, Zak Szekely  
 

 

2018 August Sunday Service Roster 

GREETERS 

 

    5th:  Beth Burgess, David and Kathy Hutton  

  12th:   Carol Boe, Peggy Johnson, Karon Rufenacht 

  19th:  Joan Ellbogen, Jim Kirchen 

  26th:  Keith & Abi Schoup, Dick & LaRee Means 
  

ALTAR GUILD 

Karen Hyde & Faye Lund  
 

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS 

      5th:  Morgan & Evie Witkop 

   12th:  Neala Du Mont & Hailey Willis 

   19th:  Essence Koch & Bethany Quinn 

   26th:  Caitlynn & Rebekah Wise 

 



 

 July Baptisms 
1 David Hutton 

 Nancy Martin 

 Dorothy Reimann  

 Rick Reimann 

3 Heidi Kriegh 

4 Jensen Sherwin 

6 Paul Olson 

 Keith Schoup 

8 Silas Witkop 

9  Michaella Dukart 

 Tayler Dukart 

 Nicholas Gaskins 

 Samantha Hermel 

10 Peggy Johnson 

13 Willa Beyeler 

14 Kevin Boies 

15 Chris Hermel 

20 Rylee Koch 

 Bonnie Ward 

21 Adam Martin 

 Hannah Schoup 

23 Rick Means 

27 Kelly Pickett 

 Ryan Waterbury 

30 Rebekah Wise 

31 David Boehnke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

July Birthdays 
2 Isabella Kriegh 

4  Adam Martin 

5 Ryan Waterbury 
8  Eloise Schultz 

 Jessica Stewart  

9 Robyn Boe 

12 Mike Schultz 

17 Rylee Koch  

 Marty Finch 

20 Michaela Anderson   

21 Jack Huss 

25 Evelyn Witkop 

26 Della Wolfe  

27 David Boehnke 

28 Tom Lucous 

29 Andrew Thorpe 

31 Karen Bunney 

 Brandt Hedquist 

 July Wedding Anniversaries 
 

7/22   Shawn & Eulynda Dukart   24 Years 

7/29   Eric & Samantha Hermel    1 Year 



 

 August Baptisms 
1 Tom Lucous 

 Mike Schultz 

3 Tyler Reagan  

4 Jennifer Lijewski 

7 Michaela Anderson 

8 Virginia Abbott 

9  Helen Rosty 

 Meghan Waterbury 

12 Karon Rufenacht 

13 Brandt Hedquist 

14 Robyn Boe 

 Kase Branon 

16 Jack Huss 

 Theresa Sowers 

 Andrew Thorpe 

17 Avery Waterbury 

18 Gregory Vircks 

20 Jessica Stewart 

21 Mari Stoll 

26 Emery Branon 

29 Karen Bunney 

  

August Birthdays 
2 Paige Wilson 

8  Shelly Rice 

9  Bubbles Pickett 

 Addison Stitt 

11 David Finch 

 Florence Peterson 

15 Kathy Hutton 

16 Heidi Kriegh 

17 Karon Long 

18 Eulynda Dukart 

 Shelly Monteleone 

20 Joseph Joslyn 

21 Blaine Christensen 

 Kelli Nolte 

25 Eric Hermel 

 Bruce Sowers 

26 Luke Beyeler 

 Kristie Long 

 Richard Means 

28 Darshee Buist 

 Amanda Schulte Beyeler 

30 Laney Branon 

 Emily Fransen 

 Alelia Layton 

 Caitlyn Wise 

 August Wedding Anniversaries 
 

8/2    David & Nancy Martin      32 Years 

8/3    David & Kathy Hutton      27 Years 

8/4    Robert & Darla Reese             45 Years 

8/7    Vaughn & Kristie Long           19 Years 

8/9    Harvey & Juanita Soulek       54 Years 

8/10   Rusty & Kelley Anderson       28 Years 

8/13   Andrew & Amanda Beyeler     7 Years 

8/14   Pastor & Emily Olson             14 Years 

8/18   Bruce & Theresa Sowers         34 Years 

8/21   Richard & Sally Oates           37 Years 

8/22   Riley & Kari Fransen         9 Years 

8/29   Terry & Phyllis Letz                47 Years 



 

 

July 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Fifth Sunday              
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study  

2 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

 Pastor’s Day Off 

3 
 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

4 
 

Independence 

Day 

 

Church Office 

closed 

 

No Afternoon 

Bible Study 

5 
 

 
 

 

 

6 7 
 

8 
Sixth Sunday              
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Bible Study  

9 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

10 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

11 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

 

 

Men's Bible Study 

7pm 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 
 
 

 

15 
Seventh Sunday          

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 

Bible Study  

 

Pie Sunday! 

 

 

16 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 
 

 

17 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 20 
 

 

 

21 

 

22 
Eighth Sunday           
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Rev. Hill, Guest Pastor 

Bible Study  
 

23 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 

 

 

24 
 
 

25 
 

 

 
 

 

26 27 28 

 

29 
Ninth Sunday           
after Trinity 

 Divine Service 9 am 
Rev. Garwood, Guest Pastor 

Bible Study  

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

31 
 
 

 

1 
 

2 3 
 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor on Vacation 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 
Ninth Sunday           
after Trinity 

 Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study  

30 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

  

 

31 
 
 

1 
 

 

2 
 

 
 

 

 

3 4 
 

5 
Tenth Sunday              
after Trinity 

Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study  

6 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 
  

 

7 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

8 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finch/Weichman  

Wedding  Rehearsal  

11 
 

LWML  

Executive Mtg 

9:30am 

 

 
David Finch & Sever-

in Weichman 
Wedding  

12 
Eleventh Sunday          

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 
LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Bible Study  

13 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

14 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

15 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

 

Elders’ Meeting 

7pm 

16 17 
 

 

 

18 

 

19 
Twelfth Sunday           

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 

Bible Study  
 

20 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

21 
 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

22 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 

 
 

 

23 24 25 

 

26 
Thirteenth Sunday           

after Trinity 
 Divine Service 9 am 

Bible Study  

 

Parent Catechism info  

meeting directly after Service 

27 
 

 

 
Pastor’s Day Off 

28 
 

 

 

Adult Catechesis 

7pm 

 

29 
 

 

 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 

30 31 
 

August 2018 

Pastor on Vacation 

Lander Camp 

Circuit Visitor Meeting at     
Wyoming District Office 


