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Homily for Marriage of   
David and Severin, 11 August 2018  

Rev. Jon C. Olson 
 

The only hope for all of us gathered here today is established upon the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. If Jesus does not rise from the dead, 
than our present and future hope is in vain and nothing in this life really matters. 
But if Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, then there is always forgiveness, a fresh 
start, and a new hope. 

 

Dear David and Severin, 
 

There is no place that forgiveness is more obviously demonstrated in this 
life than in the estate of Marriage that you are about to enter. This is because 
marriage and forgiveness go hand in hand. The chance to start over again is a 
uniquely Christian gift. Forgiveness cannot be presumed.  And when forgiveness 
is given, it should be embraced and cherished as a really good thing.   

David, your wife Severin will need you to forgive her. You will need to 
wipe the slate clean for her when she does not respect you as her husband, forget 
about her faults and start over again, many, many times.  Marriage is hard work. 

Severin, your husband David will need you to forgive him. He will need 
you to wipe his slate clean when he does not sacrifice his selfish wants & desires. 
You will need to forget about his flaws, and start anew many, many times.  
Marriage is hard work. 

And as hard as it will be at times, there is nothing that you have done or 
will do that has not happened before to all husbands and wives.  Generations  
upon generations of married couples and families have faced the same troubles 
and challenges all marriages face today. Their solution to keep it going was  
simple. Keep trying. Keep loving. Keep on forgiving one another as Christ  
forgives you. Rather than give up, deal with the immediate problems and needs 
before you. That being said, marriage is hard work.   

To some what I am about to say might sound too simplistic, but Jesus 
really is the answer. He makes all things new. Ours is not the religion of the  
second chance. It is the religion of 7 times 70 chances. The death and  
resurrection of Jesus Christ lets us start over and over again.  

Truth be told, the hard work has already been done. Jesus suffered all that 
we should suffer on account of our sins. He suffered as the worst of all criminals. 
He kept the Law, did everything the Law says to do and nothing that it  
prohibited. The only suffering in this life that Jesus underwent came exclusively 
from sins committed against Him. That is an important distinction between Him 
and us.   

Sometimes you are the victim, you are the one sinned against—and  it 
hurts.  Other times you will be the one sinning against your spouse—and  the 
guilt you feel will at times feel unbearable. The fact of being sinful creatures 
means we all suffer the consequences in this life for our own selfish choices.  
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We hurt ourselves and those we love with our sinful behaviors.   

Thanks be to God that the One who created the world and all that is in it, Adam and Eve, and especially on 
this day even the institution of marriage, that the Holy Trinity also re-creates to this very day. The Christian God is 
not some far off Person who is not involved in His creation anymore. Ours is the God who participates with us in 
the “…kicking and a' gouging in the mud and the blood and the beer…” (as one famous singer once sang) of our 
sinful humanity. Ours is the God who is involved up to His elbows in the messy lives of His married children. Ours 
is the God Who makes the world good once again. He alone is the One Who makes marriages last, not by telling 
you two to try harder, but by doing and giving and proclaiming something in the present tense; His forgiveness and 
His grace.  

This re-creative power of God restores broken hearts and lives, families and even marriages by the  
forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake. To be on the receiving end of forgiveness in Christ is the only path to a  
satisfying marriage and a healthy family life.   

Times will not always be happy. They may require incredible sacrifices, the regular swallowing of pride,  
financial hardships, awkward and embarrassing moments, tearful confessions, and frustrating repetitions of actually 
saying out loud these specific words: “please forgive me” and “I forgive you”.   

True love, sacrificial love, is becoming more and more absent in the world today. What the world needs is 
less disrespect, ridicule and cheap laughs by sarcasm tossed back and forth between spouses as is so often portrayed 
on TV and in the movies.  What the world needs are more husbands and wives publicly displaying their love for 
each other. Opportunities to publicly display manly chivalry for wives and womanly respect for husbands should 
always be taken advantage of.  And most importantly, sincere, heartfelt speaking of the words “I forgive you” the 
norm, not the rarity. What our children need to hear are more fathers and mothers saying out loud to each other 
and to their children “I forgive you” without making excuses.  

Like all marriages before you, keep trying. Keep loving. Keep forgiving and starting over. For the promise 
of God is to make two people one flesh, to change the world through them, to show the world that true marriage is 
more than a simple contractual agreement, but rather that marriage is between one man and one woman united in 
Christ’s unending forgiveness and love.   

Marriage and forgiveness go hand-in-hand. It is also true that marriage is hard work. But it is even more 
true, that the hardest work has been won for you on the cross of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ died, but He is not 
dead. He lives. He is risen from the dead.   

The Lord Jesus hears and blesses your prayers. He hears and blesses the prayers of your family for the two 
of you. He will bless your life together as He has promised. And by His grace, you can start again, and again, and 
again, and again. As you have been forgiven by Christ, you are enabled to forgive each other. May the Lord grant 
this to you both David and Severin and to us all. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Sunday School  

Sunday, September 9, 2018, marks the beginning 

of the new 2018-2019 Sunday School year.  Sunday 

School children, ages three through 5th grade are 

invited.  Teachers are prepared and looking forward 

to sharing the love of Christ with your  

child/children.  This fall term, students will focus on 

the Old Testament, beginning with Genesis 37.  

Teachers do appreciate you picking up younger  

children from the classroom.  Although, please note 

that when picking up a child/children from any 

class, it is very helpful to the teachers that you wait 

for the class to end.  We thank Derek & Darshee 

Buist, Lisa Chandler, Jo Giles, and Brian &  

Magdalena Quinn for their service.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, please simply speak with 

your child’s teacher or visit with Pastor Olson.  

Welcome! 
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Our next meeting will be September 8th in the LWML room at 9:30 a. m.  All ladies are 

invited and welcome to attend a meeting at any time! Please use the back entrance by 

the kitchen if you would like to join us! 

 

          Upcoming Activities 

 

In September Trinity is hosting the Fall Rally. The date will either be September 22nd. Ladies 

will be here from all over the Powder River Zone. We will be having lunch and other fun  

activities. We will be doing an Ingathering for the Child Advocacy Project for abused and  

neglected kids. 

                                                           Mites and Missions 

 

Each month LWML sends a donation to a different mission project. The September donation 

goes to The Lutheran Heritage Foundation, which was established to publish, distribute and 

introduce Lutheran materials around the world. The mites collected on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month go to the Wyoming District office to be distributed to 11 grants which were voted on at 

the LWML District Convention which was held June 21st—23rd in Cheyenne. 

 

      Book Nook 

                 (A Christian Living Resource Center) 

 

You will find cards for every occasion in the book nook. Cards include a printed scripture verse. 

Come by and browse the selection! Stop by and check it out! The Book Nook is located in the 

LWML room just outside of the Fellowship Hall. If you need assistance please see Jo Giles or 

call her at 235-1664 . 

 

      Quilting 

 

The quilting ladies meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 9 a.m. in the fellowship Hall, 

September through May.  We will begin again on September 18th. We have made around 30 

quilts so far this year! Six graduating seniors received quilts, 10 were donated to Seton House 

and the remainder were given to the Wind River Indian Mission. We can always use any size 

sheets, or blankets in good repair. Queen size or larger flat sheets or blankets work best. We are 

also looking for donations of thread to sew the quilts. It takes a lot of thread to sew the tops! If 

you have any of these items you would like to donate, there is a box in the LWML room for 

them. A big thank you to those who have donated in the past! Without your help we could not 

have made so many! Anyone who would like to help make them is welcome at any time! For 

questions please contact Nancy Martin at  237-8598, or Joyce Ewing at 333-2723.   
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Fellowship News: 
 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE:  Casper's LCMS District Office has an on-going collection of 

clothing, in good condition  (children, women, and men).  Children's shoes and boots 

are especially needed and appreciated.  Pastor Gregory Sonnenschein, from the Fort 

Washakie Mission Church, picks up the accumulated collection when he has occasion 

to be in Casper.  If someone is going to Riverton or Fort Washakie, items can be 

picked up at the District Office and delivered to Pastor Sonnenschein.  The District 

Office hours are 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.   A collection  

container will be made available at Trinity, and arrangements will be made to deliver 

items to the District Office. THANK YOU.  

 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING:  Saturday, September 15, 2018, 10:00 a.m., Trinity Parish 

Hall.  Fellowship members, and anyone who has an interest in joining the fellowship 

planning meeting are welcome.  

 

JOINT TRINITY/MT. HOPE PICNIC:  Thank you to members from Trinity and Mt. 

Hope who assisted in coordinating the annual picnic.  Thank you to the members of 

Mt. Hope, who graciously hosted the gathering, because of weather conditions  

preventing the mountain gathering.  Those gathered were still able to enjoy good food 

and fellowship activities. Many already suggested planning for next year's joint  

annual picnic.  

 

PASTOR APPRECIATION POTLUCK - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14,2018 

(NOON):  Mark your calendars to join together to enjoy a potluck meal together 

and  express our sincere appreciation to our own Pastor Olson for remaining faithful 

in his leadership to Trinity's congregation members.  
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Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 

Officers & Board Chairmen 

Chairman:   Ryan Waterbury 

          (307) 258-5520 
 

 

Vice—Chairman:  Michael Collins 

        (307) 259-5153 
 

 

Treasurer:   Andrew Beyeler 

         (307) 899-0553 
 

 

Financial    Sage Haight 

Secretary:   (307) 258-6124 
 

 

Recording    Faye Lund 

Secretary:   (307) 234-2328 
 

 

Head     Jack Hyde 

Elder:    (307) 473-1005 
 

 

Stewardship:  Leonard Bauer 

     (307) 267-7171 
 

 

Head     Brian Chandler 

Trustee:   (307) 399-0799 
 

 

Christian    Keith Giles 

Education:   (307) 235-1664 
 

 

Fellowship:   Gene Long 

     (307) 235-8065 

 

 

Young Peoples   Victoria Haight 

Work:    (307)287-3347 
 

 

LWML President:  Faye Lund 

     (307) 234-2328 

 

 

 

Board of Elders 
 

 

Lou Allgeier: Stu - W 
(307) 265-1894 

 
Shawn Dukart: Ru - Sto 

(307) 251-8431 
 

Gary Edds: Mass - Pi 
(307) 462-6065 

 
John Ewing: Q - Ro 

(307) 333-2723 
 

Marty Finch: He - Kre 
(307) 268-8471 

 
Jack Hyde: Kru - Masca 

(307) 473-1005 
 

Rick Reimann: Cr - Ha 
(307) 577-5661  

 
Kyle Rice: A - Co 
(307) 235-0812 

 
 

Concerns about the Divine Service, service times, 
pastoral care, church membership, or similar items 
should be addressed to the chairman of the Board 

of Elders, Jack Hyde. 
 

The members of the Board of Elders work closely with 
the Pastor for the spiritual well-being of the 

congregation.  

FUNDRAISING GUILDELINES: 
(on Church Property) 

 

Please do not use the fellowship time after 
services for soliciting. All fundraising needs 
to be approved by the Board of Elders. No  
collections in the sanctuary or on church 
property except for those by auxiliaries 
(LWML, or boards of the congregations such 
as Youth Group, Fellowship) are allowed.  
This includes the solicitation for schools, 
sports, scouts or any group not specifically 
identified and associated with the  
congregation.   
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

2nd:    Gary Edds & Marty Finch   

9th:  Rick Reimann & Shawn Dukart 

16th:   Kyle Rice & Lou Allgeier 

23rd:   John Ewing & Jack Hyde 

30th:   Jack Hyde & Marty Finch 

CRUCIFER 
 

2nd: Matthew Quinn  

9th: Noah Waterbury 

16th: Caleb Sherwin 

23rd:  Silas Witkop 

30th:  Matthew Quinn 

USHERS 
 

2nd:  Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton,  

 Richard Oates,  Brian Quinn, Kyle Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice 

9th:  Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist Jim Kirchen,  

 Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt, Josh Witkop 

16th:  Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long,  

 Bryan Pickett, Rick Reimann, Ryan Waterbury 

23rd:  Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell  

30th: Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,  

 Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell 

 

2018 September Sunday Service Roster 

GREETERS 

  2nd:  David and Kathy Hutton, Jim Kirchen  

  9th:   Gene & Deanna Long, Tom Lucous 

  16th:  Shawn & Eulynda Dukart, Ryan & Meghan Waterbury 

  23rd:  Josh & JessiKay Witkop 

  30th:  Carol Boe, Karon Rufenacht, Chris Hermel 
  

ALTAR GUILD 

Eulynda Dukart & Shelly Rice    

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS 

   2nd:  Terra McCumber & Ayla Huss  

   9th:  Morgan & Evie Witkop 

   16th:  Neala Du Mont & Hailey Willis 

   23rd:   Essence Koch & Bethany Quinn 

   30th:   Caitlynn & Rebekah Wise 
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September Baptisms 
1 Hazel Beale 

 Blaine Christensen 

 Amanda Beyeler  

2 JessiKay Witkop 

3 Shelly Rice 

6 Zak Szekely 

8 Darshee Buist 

 Eric Hermel 

10 Luke Beyeler 

11 Della Wolfe 

12 Bounce Carlson 

13 Eulynda Dukart 

15 Verna Larsen 

 Nancy Means 

17 Shelly Monteleone 

25 Elaine Overman 

26 Gabriella Hedquist 

 Florence Peterson 

 Paige Wilson 

 Parker Wilson 

27 Hattie Michelena 

28 Rae Appel 

 Sarah Hockaday 

29 Brian Chandler 

 Dan Olson 

30 Tiffany Hyde 

 Dylan Willis 

 

 

 

 
 
 

September Birthdays 
1 Brittney Jenkins 

2  Dellarose Appel 

 Kolynns Sasser 

4 Brian Chandler 

5 Elaine Overman 

7  Hattie Michelena 

8  Elaine Collins 

 Nicholas Gaskins 

9 Gloria Baker 

10 Sarah Hockaday 

12 Dolores Chandler 

16 Gage Dukart 

 Tiffany Hyde 

 Magdalena Quinn 

17 Don Eckelberg 

 Dolores Hammer 

 Theresa Sowers 

20 Riley Fransen  

 Gabriella Hedquist 

21 Kay Storrud 

 Dylan Willis 

23 Bryan Picket 

 JessiKay Witkop 

28 Dan Olson 

  

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

August 17—Beth & Greg Burgess 43 Years 
  

September: 
 

9/1   Mike & Elaine Collins    45 Years 

9/3   Steve & Debbie Jenkins   30 Years 

9/21  Steve & Shelly Monteleone   15 Years 

9/23  Teri & Wayne Lyttle   11 Years 

       

 



9 

 

September 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
Fourteenth Sunday              

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 

Bible Study  

10:35 am 

3 
 

Labor Day  

Church Office 

Closed 
 

 

 

 

4 
 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

6 
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LWML     

General 

Meeting     

9:30 am 

9 
Fifteenth Sunday              

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 
LWML Mite Box Sunday 
Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:35 am 

10 
  

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 
 

 

 

 

Parish Planning 

Mtg. 6 pm 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 
 
 

Youth        

Confirmation 

Class           

9:00 am 

 

Fellowship Mtg. 

10:00 am 

16 
Sixteenth Sunday          

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 
Special Voters’ Meeting & 

Sunday School 

10:35 am 

 

 

 

17 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 
 

 

 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

18 

 

LWML Quilting    

9 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

Elders’ Meeting 

7 pm 

20 21 
 

 

Submissions for 

October                 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

22 

 

23 
Seventeenth Sunday           

after Trinity 
Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:35 am 

24 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

25 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

 

 
 

 

27 28 29 

 

30 
Eighteenth Sunday           

after Trinity 
 Divine Service 9 am 
Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:35 am 

1 
 

Ladies’ Bible 

Study 

9am 

 

 

 

 
Pastor’s Day Off 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 
 

Bible Study 

1:15 pm 

4 5 6 


