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“CONTEND FOR THE FAITH!”
Reformation Day, 1876
“Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for
all entrusted to the saints.”

Beloved Lutheran partners in faith, confession and struggle! The history
of the Reformation, which we commemorate today, is the history of a
war. This war lasted almost thirty years, from the year 1517 when Luther
openly posted his ninety-five theses until the year 1546 when Luther died.
This, however, was not a physical war, but a spiritual war. On the one side
stood Luther, a defenseless monk, with no weapon in his hand except the
Bible. On the other side stood the well-armed Pope. In his hand he held
the temporal and spiritual sword, that is, the power over both Church and
State; and he was supported by him who held the highest worldly
authority of that day, the Emperor. On the one side stood error, on the
other side the truth; on the one side stood man’s word, on the other side
God’s Word.
In the year 1521, Luther was at last cited to appear at Worms to stand
trial before the Emperor and the Empire. Luther declared: “And although
there were as many devils in Worms as tiles on the rooftops, yet I will go
there….. to confess Christ, and leave the outcome to him.” Now began a
hot battle. But behold! just as Daniel came forth unharmed from the lions
den, so did Luther go forth unconquered from Worms; for his final
declaration was, and still remains, I will not recant! Here I stand, I cannot
do otherwise, may God help me. Amen.”
The history of the Reformation, however, is not only the history of a war
against foreign enemies, but it is also the history of a spiritual civil war.
The Swiss preacher Zwingli had in the beginning been united with Luther,
and with Luther had valiantly contended for God’s Word against the popish
teachings of men. But soon Zwingli fell away and declared: “it is contrary
to reason to believe that the body and blood of Christ are truly present in
the Lord’s Supper.” Luther realized with alarm, that Zwingli wished to set
human reason in the place of the Pope.
After a fruitless exchange of many writings between Luther and Zwingli, it
came to meeting in the year 1529 at Marburg, and thus, just as at Worms,
to another decisive battle. Whether the words of the almighty Son of God,
“This is My body, This is My blood” should still stand, thus whether God’s
Word must give way to human reason, or human reason to God’s Word,
this was the second great cause of war, the second great battle question,
and at Marburg it was to be decided. And God be praised! Luther did not
give way here either. As at Worms he had preserved God’s Word of the
Church against the authority of the Pope, so did he at Marburg defend the
same Word of God, against the, authority of human reason.
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What then? Has the victory of the Reformation brought a final end to the Church’s struggle? No! Only in
heaven will the Church celebrate final victory: here we must strive, until the sounding of the last trumpet.
God’s Word witnesses to this on every page, and also the apostle Jude writes in our text: “Beloved, being
very eager to write to you of our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to
contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3) Permit me then today, on
the basis of these words, to answer for you the question: Why should and can we never cease contending
for the pure teaching of our church? 1. Because the pure teaching of our church is not our possession but
God’s, entrusted to us for faithful stewardship; 2. Because the loss of this jewel would be something more
terrible than any contention and discord among men, and finally 3. Because this struggle is commanded
us by God, and therefore it is also surely blessed by God, in time and in eternity.
The first reason why some think that it is high time for the struggle for the pure teaching of our Church to
be ended is that this eternal quarreling and fighting, as they call it, is against love. But as true as it is,
beloved, that brotherly love is the indispensable mark of a true Christian, nevertheless it in no way
follows that the time has now come for us to cease contending for the pure teaching of our Church. For
the holy apostle Jude writes in our text, as we have already heard: “Beloved, being very eager to write to
you of our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.”
The holy apostle says of the true faith that it was “once for all delivered to the saints.” The true faith, or
what is the same thing, the pure teaching, has therefore not been given to us, but only “delivered,” that
is, not made over to us, but only committed to our charge. It has not been made our own possession,
over which we are the masters to do with as we please, but it has only been entrusted to us as the
property and possession of Another, that is, God, so that we as servants and stewards should faithfully
keep and administer it.
Now ask yourself: does love perhaps demand of a steward that he give away some of the goods entrusted
to him? Or that he allow the treasures of his master, which have been entrusted to him for safekeeping,
to be taken away from him without a struggle?
Would it be love, if a general, in order to avoid war and battle, allowed even the smallest opening for the
enemy in the wall of a fortress which he was charged with defending? Would such a general not rather be
called to account and punished as a traitor? And finally, would it have been love if Luther had silenced his
confession of the clear truth as soon as strife arose on its account?
Therefore judge for yourselves: Would it therefore be love if we Lutherans would now cease contending
for the pure teaching of our Church which has been “delivered” to us, that is, committed to us for faithful
stewardship? Would it be love if we, in order to make men our friends and to be regarded as love-filled
and peace-loving men, were to cast it away? No, this would not be brotherly love or love of our neighbor,
much less love of God, but love of self. It would not be faithful stewardship of the great treasure
entrusted to us by God, but rather disgraceful breach of trust, yes, before God nothing other than robbery
and theft.
O my beloved Lutheran partners in faith, confession and struggle, do not allow yourselves to be misled
when on every side those are accused of lovelessness who refuse to abandon the struggle to retain the
pure teaching of our Church. Keep in mind that this teaching is, as our text says, the faith “which was
once for all delivered to the saints. “It is therefore not our possession, which we have authority and
license to give away. It is rather God’s possession, of which we, are only stewards, so that we should
preserve it, not only for ourselves, but for all of Christendom, yes, for the whole world, and hand it down
in its purity to 1he generations to come. On the Last Day God will therefore say to us in regard to the
pure teaching of His Word, which has been entrusted to us Lutherans, “Give an account of your
stewardship!”
Let us, then, richly show our love in all earthly things, so that the world may see that love truly does
dwell in us Lutherans. In those things which belong to God, however, in the pure teaching of His Word
which was “once for all delivered to the saints,” let the saying of Christ be our motto and guiding star:
“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matthew 10:37)
Yet, my brothers and sisters in the Lord, we can also never give up contending for the pure teaching of
our Church because the loss of this jewel would be something more terrible than any contention and
discord among men. It is true, my beloved: the contention and strife which goes on continually in all of
Christianity between the various Christian denominations is so great a calamity that it can never be
sufficiently expressed with words and never be enough lamented, yes, wept over with bloody tears! Is it
not a calamity that those who would be children of one and the same heavenly Father, servants of one
and the same Savior, and temples of one and the same Spirit, fight with one another? Is it not a calamity
that those who should, together as one man, oppose the numberless and powerful foes of Christianity
instead turn their swords against each other? How must Satan rejoice when he sees this disunity among
Christians!
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What then? Many therefore ask, “Is it not high time that we Lutherans cease contending for the pure
teaching of our Church, conclude peace at last with all denominations, and join with them in one great
Peace Church?” Certainly, if we Lutherans could purchase a God-pleasing unity among the churches with
our blood, no Lutheran, let alone Lutheran pastor, should regard his blood as so dear that he would not
spill it for this cause with the greatest joy. And yet, my brothers, we cannot cease contending for the
pure teaching of our Church. The Word of God teaches us this on every page; it teaches us this also in
our text, when it says: “Beloved, being very eager to write to you of our common salvation, I found it
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the
saints.”
Notice: because the apostle wished to write to Christians “of our common salvation,” he therefore found
it necessary first to exhort them that they should “contend for the faith.” According to the apostolic
declaration, therefore, contending for the faith involves not something insignificant, but rather “our
common salvation.”
What then? Can we, should we, therefore cease contending for the pure Bible teaching of our Church?
Never! Indeed, if we should contend for money or property, reputation, the comforts of life, in short,
over earthly things, woe to us then, if we do not first ask ourselves whether thereby the peace of the
world or of the Church will be disturbed. But it is another matter when we “contend for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.” Then we contend not for things temporal, but for things
eternal; then we contend not for the honor of men, but for the honor of God; then we contend not
concerning this life but concerning eternal life. In a word, then we contend, according to our text,
concerning “our common salvation.” Were it the case that no one falsified God’s Word, it would certainly
not be necessary to contend; yes, it would be a grave, dreadful sin. But the flesh, the world and the
devil continually arise to try to adulterate God’s Word or the pure teaching. May we, can we, therefore,
in order to avoid contention in this world, simply keep silent?
Suppose that in the fourth century when the Biblical teaching of the Deity of Christ was attacked by
Arius, neither Athanasius nor anyone else had contended against the error? Suppose that in the fifth
century when the Scriptural teaching that man is saved solely by grace was attacked by Pelagius,
neither Augustine nor anyone else had contended against it?
Suppose that in the sixteenth century, when the whole teaching of Christ was corrupted, neither Luther
nor anyone else had contended against it? Indeed, there would have been much less contention and
strife in the world, but where would the teaching of the entire Word of God now be? Where now would
be the correct teaching of the way to salvation? O my beloved, let us indeed lament the fact that false
teachers constantly arise to attack the pure teachings of God’s Word, and thereby cause contention and
strife in the Church; yet let us not lament, but give thanks and praise to God, that He always -raises up
men to contend against those false teachers, for, I repeat it, it concerns here “our common salvation.”
Yet the most important, most irrefutable, reason why we never may nor can cease contending for the
pure teaching of our Church is this: because this struggle is commanded us by God, and therefore also
certainly blessed by God. For who is it, who in our text through the apostle Jude so earnestly summons
all Christians, to “contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints”? It is the great
God himself. For all Scripture came about when “men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” What
more do we need? What man, yes, what angel will venture when God says “Contend!” to say, “No, do
not contend!”? And when we now contend at the orders of the great God, need we ever fear that our
struggle will be a useless one? Never! What God does or commands to be done, that cannot be anything
other than blessed in time and eternity.
God’s command, “Contend for the faith!” applies for all times, also for our time. Therefore let our hearts
be kindled with the same burning zeal with which Luther and his faithful, co-workers once contended.
What they once won through hot battles, and with word, pen, blood and tears, let us not in cowardice
give up without a struggle, but let us faithfully guard and courageously defend it against all attacks,
even unto death. Let us contend faithfully, knowing that, when our blessed struggle is over, the Last
Day will for Christ’s sake the day of our crowning, and all eternity our eternal celebration of victory and
peace. Amen.
A REFORMATION PRAYER
O Lord our God, help us to faithfully use the gift of Thy pure Word, and give Thee heartfelt thanks for
the same by word and deed. Grant us grace to hold fast the treasure delivered to us, and never to part
with it for the sake of any earthly good, whether money, power, pleasure, honor, or favor with men, but
faithfully to contend for this treasure until death. And since all struggle for purity of doctrine is useless
without struggle also for purity of life, help us who have the true faith to live truly Christian lives, that
our light may shine before men, that they may see our good works, and glorify Thee, our Father in
heaven. Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Sunday School
Recently students, together with their teachers, included in their
studies a church hero, Martin Luther. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone), Sola
Fide (Faith Alone), and Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone). The lesson
ended with students making the symbol of the Reformation: Martin
Luther’s Coat of Arms; a seal that Luther himself designed to represent
his theology. The seal will be used as an ornament for the Sunday
School Christmas tree.

November is a busy month for students with lessons focusing on
Crossing the Red Sea: Exodus 13:17-15:21, God Provides Manna,
Water, and Quail: Exodus 16-17; and the Ten Commandments:
Exodus 19-20. Along with the lessons, you will find students working
on ornaments for their Christmas tree.
If you have any questions or concerns, simply visit with your
child’s teacher or Pastor Olson.

GOD BLESS YOUR THANKSGIVING!

4

Our next meeting will be November 10th in the LWML room at 9:30 a. m. All ladies are invited
and welcome to attend a meeting at any time! It was great to have so many at our October
meeting! Please use the back entrance by the kitchen if you would like to join us!
Upcoming Activities
November 11th will be mite box Sunday. There are no other activities planned for November.
Mites and Missions
Each month Trinity LWML sends a donation to a different mission project. The November donation
goes to Saint Andrews Chapel in Laramie. This helps with campus ministry at the University of
Wyoming. The mites collected on the 2nd Sunday of each month go to the Wyoming District office
to be distributed to 11 grants which were voted on at the LWML District Convention which was held
June 21st—23rd in Cheyenne.
Book Nook
(A Christian Living Resource Center)
You will find cards for every occasion in the book nook. Cards include a printed scripture verse.
Come by and browse the selection! There are a few Thanksgiving cards out. Stop by and check them
out! The Book Nook is located in the LWML room just outside of the Fellowship Hall. If you need
assistance please see Jo Giles or call her at 235-1664.
Quilting
The quilting ladies meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 9 a.m. in the fellowship Hall,
September through May. November quilting days will be the 6th and 20th. We have made around 30
quilts so far this year! Six graduating seniors received quilts, 10 were donated to Seton House and the
remainder were given to the Wind River Indian Mission. We can always use any size sheets,
or blankets in good repair. Queen size or larger flat sheets or blankets work best. We are also looking
for donations of thread to sew the quilts. It takes a lot of thread to sew the tops! If you have any of
these items you would like to donate, there is a box in the LWML room for them. A big thank you to
those who have donated in the past! Without your help we could not have made so many! Anyone
who would like to help make them is welcome at any time! For questions please contact Nancy Martin
at 237-8598, or Joyce Ewing at 333-2723.
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TRINITY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES
Do not neglect to do good, and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. (Hebrews 13:16)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, NOON
PRE-THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY POTLUCK
Fellowship group will provide the meat entrée for the annual Trinity Family
Holiday Meal. Please join together for this time to share a traditional holiday
meal, bringing a favorite holiday side dish to share, and set aside this time to
be thankful for the blessing of our church family; a time to visit, relax, and
enjoy deliciousness of a holiday meal together.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 10:00 A.M.
ADVENT DECORATION OF CHURCH SANCTUARY & NARTHEX
Enjoy a bowl of soup in the Parish Hall following the decorating of the church.
You are welcome to bring a side dish to accompany the soup. All are welcome!
WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 5, 12, 19, 5:30 P.M.
ADVENT SUPPERS
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 –
Trinity Fellowship Group
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 – Trinity Elders
Wednesday, December 19, 2018 – Trinity LWML
JANUARY 6, 2019
SEMI-ANNUAL PIE SUNDAY
CONGREGATION REFRESHMENTS SUNDAY :
 Trinity members are invited to bring refreshments in place of the
regularly ordered donuts the last Sunday of every month.
 Juice and coffee will still be provided.
 Five people are usually needed to sign-up to bring food and volunteer to
serve about 70 adults and children.
 A sign-up sheet is posted on the Fellowship Group bulletin board located in
the hallway just outside the Trinity Parish Hall.
MEAL TRAIN
Trinity’s organist, Kim Beem and her husband Jon, are expecting their second
child December 6. Kim has been ordered to bed rest for medical reasons. A
hard copy sign-up sheet to provide evening meals is posted on the
kitchen door. You can also sign-up via the “Meal Train” web application at
https://mealtrain.com/7l8lv8 The only food restriction is no raw tomatoes.
This gesture of assistance is greatly appreciated by Kim & Jon.
Please continue to pray for Kim’s health and health of baby Beem!
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Mount Hope Lutheran School News:
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Mount Hope Lutheran School

Mount Hope Lutheran School Rewards Program List
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the school every time you shop with
no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll use your same account, find the same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price (0.5%) to Mount Hope Lutheran
School. Go to smile.amazon.com and sign in with your normal amazon account name and
password. Then go to you account and under shopping programs and rentals, click change your
charity. Type in Mount Hope Lutheran School and it will set so we receive the benefits from your
shopping. Remember you have be logged in the website smile.amazon.com or your purchase will
not count.

Through Smith’s Company Inspiring Donations Program you can earn rewards for Mount Hope on
almost anything you purchase and every time you shop. Some restrictions do apply. Enroll at
www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/account/communityrewards or call Smith Customer Communications at 1 (888) 876-4847 to designate Mount Hope Lutheran School (organization #QG100).

You can find Box Tops on hundreds of products and you can find a list of them at,
www.boxtops4education.com
Each Box Top you clip is worth $0.10 to the school. We have earned over $5000.00 for our school
since 2010! Please remember that the Box Top must in one piece, have the expiration date on it,
and trim all edges outside the dotted line. Please remove any expired ones.
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Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church
Officers & Board Chairmen
Chairman:
Vice—Chairman:
Treasurer:

Ryan Waterbury
(307) 258-5520
Michael Collins
(307) 259-5153
Andrew Beyeler
(307) 899-0553

Financial
Secretary:

Sage Haight
(307) 258-6124

Recording
Secretary:

Faye Lund
(307) 234-2328

Head
Elder:

Jack Hyde
(307) 473-1005

Stewardship:

Leonard Bauer
(307) 267-7171

Head
Trustee:

Brian Chandler
(307) 399-0799

Christian
Education:

Keith Giles
(307) 235-1664

Fellowship:

Gene Long
(307) 235-8065

Young Peoples
Work:

Victoria Haight
(307)287-3347

LWML President:

Faye Lund
(307) 234-2328

Board of Elders
Lou Allgeier: Stu - W
(307) 265-1894
Shawn Dukart: Ru - Sto
(307) 251-8431
Gary Edds: Mass - Pi
(307) 462-6065
John Ewing: Q - Ro
(307) 333-2723
Marty Finch: He - Kre
(307) 268-8471
Jack Hyde: Kru - Masca
(307) 473-1005
Rick Reimann: Cr - Ha
(307) 577-5661
Kyle Rice: A - Co
(307) 235-0812
Concerns about the Divine Service, service times,
pastoral care, church membership, or similar items
should be addressed to the chairman of the Board
of Elders, Jack Hyde.
The members of the Board of Elders work closely with
the Pastor for the spiritual well-being of the
congregation.

FUNDRAISING GUILDELINES:
(on Church Property)

Please do not use the fellowship time after
services for soliciting. All fundraising needs
to be approved by the Board of Elders. No
collections in the sanctuary or on church
property except for those by auxiliaries
(LWML, or boards of the congregations such
as Youth Group, Fellowship) are allowed.
This includes the solicitation for schools,
sports, scouts or any group not specifically
identified and associated with the
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2018 November Sunday Service Roster
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
4th: Marty Finch & Rick Reimann
11th:

Gary Edds & Lou Allgeier
18th: John Ewing & Kyle Rice
21st: Kyle Rice & Gary Edds
25th: Shawn Dukart & Jack Hyde

CRUCIFER
4th: Ayden Robinett
11th: Paul Olson
18th: Noah Waterbury
25th: Caleb Sherwin

ALTAR GUILD
Peggy Johnson & Karen Long

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS
4th:
11th:
18th:
25th:

Caitlyn & Rebekah Wise
Neala Du Mont & Paige Wilson
Sarah Hockaday & Terra McCumber
Ayla Huss & Rebekah Hockaday

USHERS
4th:

Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton,
Richard Oates, Brian Quinn, Kyle Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice
th
11 : Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist Jim Kirchen,
Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt, Josh Witkop
th
18 : Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long,
Bryan Pickett, Rick Reimann, Ryan Waterbury
th
25 : Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight,
Jack Hyde, Nathan Murrell

GREETERS
4th:
11th:
18th:
25th:

Beth Burgess, David & Kathy Hutton
Carol Boe, Peggy Johnson, Karon Rufenacht
Joan Ellbogen, Jim Kirchen
Keith Schoup, Dick & LaRee Means
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November Baptisms
1
2

6

8
16
17
20
21

24
26
29
30

Patricia Burgess
Fred Koch
Leonard Bauer
Tonya Hedquist
Rebekah Hockaday
Marie Bunney
Neala Du Mont
Evelyn Witkop
Jacob Stewart
Amanda Christensen
Audrey Ortberg
Jerry Stoll
Caitlyn Wise
Ginger Lowe
Bethany Quinn
Justin Stewart
Kay Storrud
Jessica Reagan
Zack Bolger
David Finch
Joy Mascarenas
Amy Sherwin

November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

4
12
14
22
22
25
26
28

November Birthdays
2
3
4
6

7
9
12
13
14
20
21

22
23
25

Ted Siegel
David Bolger
Audrey Ortberg
Terry Letz
Bethany Quinn
Amy Sherwin
Harvey Soulek
Kevin Robinett
Rusty Anderson
Valeda Mallorey
Nathan Murrell
Monte Bennett
Alec Stitt
Derek Buist
Helen Rosty
Nancy Means
Erin Christensen
Ginger Lowe
Robert Reese
Beth Burgess
Rebekah Wise
Lynn Boehnke
Adrianne Cook
Amy Stitt

Wedding Anniversaries

Marvin & Alice Boleng
Kathy & Stephen Sasser
Rose & Gerald Williams
Alelia & Keith Layton
Karon & Richard Rufenacht
Mike & Eloise Schultz
Jerry & Mari Stoll
Jack & Karen Hyde

40
30
66
32
32
46
35
32

Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

Twenty-second Sunday
after Trinity
Divine Service 9 am

Ladies’ Bible
Study

Lutheran Doctrine
Class 6:00 pm

Bible Study
1:15 pm

Bible Study & Sunday School

9:00 am

Reformation Day
Divine Service
7:00 pm

10:35 am

Pastor’s Day Off

4
All Saints’ Day
Divine Service 9 am
Bible Study & Sunday School

10:35 am

Youth Breakaway Weekend
at St. Andrew’s in Laramie

5

6

7

Ladies’ Bible
Study

LWML Quilting
9:00 am

Bible Study
1:15 pm

8

9

Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am

9:00 am

Lutheran Doctrine
Class
6:00
pm
Pastor’s Day Off

11
Twenty-fourth Sunday
after Trinity

LWML Mite Box Sunday

Divine Service 9 am

10

12
Ladies’ Bible
Study

13

LWML General
Meeting 9:30

14

15

16

17

Wyoming Pastors Network
Conference

Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am

9:00 am

Voters’ Meeting
& Sunday School

10:35 am
Pastor’s Day Off

Lutheran Doctrine
Class
6:00pm

Elder’s Meeting

18

19

20

21

22

23

Twenty-fifth Sunday
after Trinity
Divine Service 9 am

Ladies’ Bible
Study

LWML Quilting
9:00 am

Bible Study
1:15 pm

Thanksgiving Day
Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

29

30

Bible Study & Sunday School

10:35 am
Thanksgiving Potluck
12:00 Noon

9:00 am

Lutheran Doctrine
Class
Pastor’s Day Off
6:00 pm

25

26

Last Sunday of the
Church Year
Divine Service 9 am

Ladies’ Bible
Study

9:00 am

Pastor’s Day Off

27

7:00 pm

24

Thanksgiving
Divine Service
7:00 pm

28
Bible Study
1:15 pm
*Submissions for
December
Newsletter
Deadline

1
Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am
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