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As we enter into the year 2019, it is for us all a time of reflection on
the events of 2018. The Olson Family is thankful and grateful for all
the love and care shown to us from God and by our Trinity congregation throughout 2018. Thank you. In Christ, Pastor, Emily, Paul,
Samuel, Clara, Daniel, John & Anastasia Olson

Pastor: Rev. Jon C. Olson

A reading for January 1st from the "Treasury of Daily Prayer" by the first President of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, C.F.W. Walther:

Church Email :

Should the Christian stand all day long at the grave of all joys which he enjoyed in past years? Through Holy Baptism a great stream of joy has been
conducted in his heart, which does not drain away, but streams forward with
his life until its waves carry him into the sea of a blessed eternity.

Website: www.tlc-casper.com

Should the Christian be reminded all day long that the flower of his youth fall
more and more? He stands planted by God in the water of his Baptism as a
palm tree which becomes greener and greener and whose leaves never wither. Yes, his Baptism makes death for him like a short winter's nap, out of
which an eternal spring - an eternal youth - follows.

For Baptism is a bath that washed me not only once when I received it washed me pure with Christ's blood - but it continuously washes me clean
even daily for as long as I hold it in faith. For just as that same water of the
flood drowned the sinners, but Noah with his relatives were brought to salvation and carried to Mount Ararat, so also did the water of my Baptism drown
my sins, but my soul was brought to the eternal mountain of divine grace.
And just as once those same waves of the Red Sea, which swallowed up Pharaoh and his army, were a protective wall for Israel, so also has my baptismal
water swallowed up all of my damnation and is for me a sure wall before
God's wrath and punishment...
Now then, all of you who believe in God's Word, let your watchword for entering the new year be this: "I am baptized!"
Although the world may laugh a this comfort, the enthusiasts vex its confidence...nevertheless, abandon any other dearly held pledges and speak only
throughout the entire year to come, in all terrors of conscience and necessity
through sin and death: "I am baptized! I am baptized! Hallelujah!"
And you shall prevail! In every time of need, you will find comfort in your
Baptism; on account of it Satan will flee from you faith and confession; and in
death you will see heaven opened and will finally come into the joy of your
Lord to celebrate a great year of jubilee, a year of praise, with all the angels
forever and ever. Amen!
Treasury of Daily Prayer, Concordia Publishing House, 2008, pp. 1077-1078
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By Rev. Larry Peters, Pastor at Grace Lutheran Church ~ Clarksville, TN
While ruminating about the state of confirmation in the LCMS and in my own parish, we were
faced with a number of things to consider. On the one hand, we face a complex and confused
world with respect to the age of confirmation, the curriculum used, and the time spent in catechizing our youth. Confirmation practices vary widely throughout the Synod but it is not alone
responsible for the decline in youth participation and for the loss of young people. In comparison to the practices of Luther's day, it could be said that our youth are better educated but not as
formed in the faith. We have Sunday school, VBS, catechism classes, youth group, children's Bibles, catechism books, videos,
graphic catechisms, large youth gatherings, and all kinds of things to help -- all at a time when losses of youth mount.
I wonder if we have not confused and conflated education with faith formation. Faith formation is first of all the fruits of a home life
rooted in the faith and in the Church. Faith formation begins not with church programs but with parents developing, modelling, and
formally teaching the faith to their children. The various programs of the Church only added to that effective program of faith formation that was largely the work of strong Christian parents and extended family. We have kept all the educational programs (to one
degree or another) and they have kept pace with technology and cultural trend but the one thing that has changed over time is the role
of the parents, the faith formation within the home, and the support of the extended family. Education about the faith as a child and

churchly rites of passage into adolescence are clearly not enough. The faith cannot be taught as theory by people who have
read it from a book but needs to be personal from people who live what they believe, as imperfectly as that might be.

Let me begin by saying that I am not at all blaming the family for all our problems retaining youth and young adults. It is not about
blame. It is about the realization that all the finest education programs in the world cannot in and of themselves do the work of faith
formation. That is because education in the faith is not the same as being formed in that faith (through faithful worship together at
Church and in the home, for the faithful models who give good example to children and youth, and the strong example and support of
a close, extended family. So I am not at all saying that our education is wrong or deficient but that it is designed to impart
knowledge while these other things actually form the faith implanted in baptism.
My own children lived far away from grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. It was the consequence of being a pastor and serving
where placed and where the calls come from. I realize now the additional burden placed upon the home by our isolation from faithful
examples within the circle of our extended family. Much of that was also shifted to my wife because she was in the pews while I was
in the chancel. That said, I am happy to report that my children have grown into people of faith. They are not perfect but they have
retained their baptismal identity, by their interest in and investment in the faith and the work of the Kingdom, and by their commitment to the Church (for them and for my granddaughter). It is something in which I am ever so thankful to God, my wife, my family, and my congregation who helped to form this faith in my children. I would like to think that I had a part in this as well but I know
it takes many levels of support to accomplish this. Even so, I worry about the future, about my grandchildren as they grow into
youth, teens, and young adults. I know they will face many and great challenges and threats to the faith.
What I am saying is that our response to the losses must be about more than educational programs but must have as a central component the intentional work of faith formation. A recent conversation with a family whose children had all but abandoned the faith
comes to mind. They were lamenting all of this while I was thinking of how irregular their church attendance was when those children were young and of their spotty participation beyond the divine service. I wondered what had happened in the home when those
children were young and what kind of intentional and accidental witness took place within that home and their family life. I had my
suspicions. The point is that faith formation needs more than a monthly attendance in the Divine Service, an occasional participation
in other church programs, and a rudimentary knowledge of the Bible or catechism. This family thought that taking the kids to church
occasionally and making sure that somebody else taught them the faith would be enough. It was not. It is never enough. Even if the
kids got a great education in the faith, that is not the same as solid faith formation.
One last part of my rant. Faith formation is not about feelings. I am not at all saying we need to spend more time helping our kids
develop a relationship with Jesus (whatever that might be). I am saying that we need to be with our children and they with us in the
Lord's House around the Lord's Word and Table on the Lord's day. I am saying that we need to wake up to the faith conversations
that could be all around us as our kids face challenges, struggles, and a world so clearly different from the will of Christ. I am saying
that we need to pray with our children every day so that they can learn to pray. I am saying that we need to mentor our children with
adult role models of faith on many levels -- something less about what we do for them than living out the faith in our own daily
lives. Faith formation is not about emotions -- not about likes, dislikes or preferences. Faith formation is about our kids seeing the
faith lived out in the home, on the job, and in the neighborhood -- and, of course, within the life of the Church.
Many people think you make pastors at seminary. You teach them what they need to know to be pastors, to be sure, but the formation of a pastor relies upon home, family, friends, and the strong example of good pastors within the lives of those being raised for
this vocation. The same thing is true of making good and faithful Christians of our youth. Church educational programs will help
with knowledge but faith formation relies primarily upon faith in the home, family, and friends -- as well as the good roles and examples of church workers.
pastoralmeanderings.blogspot.com/2018/12/education-is-not-same-as-faith-formation.html

“Lutheran Worship Matters”
Wyoming District
2019 Tell the Good News About Jesus Convocation
January 25-26

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH, 9 AM – 5:30 PM
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church ~ 1240 S. Missouri Ave.
“Celebrating with Reverence”
Reverend Benjamin Ball, Pastor at St. Paul ~ Hamel, IL
FRIDAY EVENING SOCIAL HOUR & BANQUET, 6 – 9 PM
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center ~ 800 N. Poplar
“Lutheran Hymnody”
Reverend Mark Preus, Pastor at St. Andrew’s ~ Laramie, WY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26TH, 8 AM – 4 PM
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center ~ 800 N. Poplar
“Early Lutheran Worship History”
Professor Joseph Herl, Concordia University ~ Seward, NE

Schedule
At Trinity Lutheran Church
Friday, January 25 ~ 9 am – 5:30 pm
9:00—9:15 am Daily Office
9:15—10:30 am Rev. Benjamin Ball
Session A ~ For Pastors (Laity Welcome)
10:30—10:45 Break
10:45—12:00 pm Rev. Benjamin Ball

Tell the
Good News
about
Jesus

Session B ~ For Pastors (Laity Welcome)
12:00—12:05 pm Daily Office
12:05—1:30 pm Lunch on your own

1:45—3:00 pm Rev. Benjamin Ball—Session #1

At Ramkota Hotel and Conference Center
Saturday, January 26
Breakfast on your own

3:00—3:15 pm Break

7:00—8:00 am Registration

1:00—7:00 pm Registration

3:15—4:30 pm Rev. Benjamin Ball—Session #2

4:30—5:30 pm Vespers
At Ramkota Hotel and Conference Center
6:00—7:00 pm Social Hour (Cash bar)

8:00—8:40 am Matins
9:00—10:15 am Dr. Joseph Herl—Session #1
10:15—10:30 am Break
10:30—11:45 am Dr. Joseph Herl—Session #2
11:45—12:00 pm Daily Office

7:00—8:45 pm Banquet—Rev. Mark Preus

12:00—1:30 pm Lunch (provided)

8:45—9:00 pm Compline

1:30—2:45 pm Dr. Joseph Herl—Session #3
2:45—3:00 pm Break
3:00—3:45 pm Panel Discussion
3:45-4:00 pm Closing Prayer

Sunday School
A special THANK YOU! to Mike and Elaine
Collins for kindly providing the apples and
oranges in the Christmas Eve treat bags.

Sunday School begins its winter session on
January 6, 2019. The lesson focus will be on
Bible accounts from Luke 2 and Matthew 2:
The Birth of Jesus, The Presentation of Jesus,
The Visit of the Wise Men and The Boy Jesus
in the Temple.
Sunday School collected $100.00 in their fall
offerings for the “Let the Children Come to
Me” project.
God’s Blessings in the New Year!

Our next general meeting will be January 12th in the LWML room at 9:30 a. m. There will also be an
executive board meeting at 9 a. m., ahead of the general meeting. All ladies are invited and welcome to
attend a meeting at any time! Please use the back entrance by the kitchen if you would like to join us!
Upcoming Activities

We have no upcoming activities for the month of January at this time.
Mites and Missions
Each month Trinity LWML sends a donation to a different mission project. The January donation goes to the
Local Lutheran Hour Broadcast. This helps pay for the local Lutheran Hour Broadcast here in Casper.
The mites collected on the 2nd Sunday of each month go to the Wyoming District office to be distributed to 11
grants which were voted on at the LWML District Convention which was held June 21st—23rd, 2018 in Cheyenne.
Book Nook
(A Christian Living Resource Center)
You will find cards for every occasion in the book nook. Cards include a printed scripture verse and are very
reasonably priced! Come by and browse the selection! Stop by and check them out! The Book Nook is located
in the LWML room just outside of the Fellowship Hall. If you need assistance please see Jo Giles or call her at
235-1664.
ATTENTION WOMEN OF TRINITY!
Do you enjoy fellowship with the other ladies of Trinity? Can you tie a knot? Do you know how to work a pair
of scissors? Then the LWML would love to invite you to join the quilting group. These ladies meet two days a
month (1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 9a.m.), to create beautiful quilts. Last year the LWML quilting group made 30
quilts: five quilts went to high school graduates. 10 quilts went to Seton House and 15 quilts went to the Wind
River Lutheran Mission.

Check the church calendar and join us for a cup of coffee and see what we do. We would love to have you. We
can always use any size sheets, or blankets in good repair. Queen size or larger flat sheets or blankets work
best. We are also looking for donations of thread to sew the quilts. It takes a lot of thread to sew the tops! If
you have any of these items you would like to donate, there is a box in the LWML room for them. All donations are very much appreciated! A big thank you to those who have donated in the past! Without your help we
could not have made so many! For questions please contact Nancy Martin at 237-8598, or Joyce Ewing at 333
-2723.

Trinity Congregation News & Information
WIND RIVER MISSION - THANK YOU! All contributions from Trinity members
these past several weeks plus contributions from around the Powder River District were
accumulated at the LCMS District Office, to be given to the Wind River Mission. On
Tuesday, December 11, seven Trinity members and one Mt. Hope member spent six
hours sorting all contributions into categories identified by Rachel Sonnenschein.
Categories were necessary to save a tremendous amount of time for the Sonnenscheins,
to be able to distribute items efficiently once received. The total amount of contributions
will fill three pickup beds. And a HUGE THANK YOU to those individuals who took on
the task of separating, sorting, bagging and tagging hundreds of items. Pastor Greg and
Rachel are sincerely grateful.
SEMI-ANNUAL PIE SUNDAY is January 6, 2019
Sign up sheet is on the Fellowship Board.
SUNDAY MORNING CONGREGATION REFRESHMENTS – *CHANGE*
Beginning January 2019, the last Sunday of each month will be Congregation
Refreshment Sunday. This is an opportunity for Trinity’s members to share their
refreshment offerings for others to enjoy. Donuts will not be ordered for this Sunday.
Juice and coffee will still be provided. Five people are usually needed to sign-up to bring
food and volunteer to serve about 70 adults and children. A sign-up sheet is posted on
the Fellowship Group bulletin board located in the hallway just outside the Trinity
Parish Hall. “Do not neglect to do good, and to share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God. (Hebrews 13:16)”
CHILI COOKOFF & TALENT SHOW - JANUARY, 2019 (TBD)
First - You know what your favorite winning Chili Recipe is!
Get those ingredients together and be prepared to WOW the
judges. All in attendance will have a chance to sample all the
entries. Those who prefer other soups, please feel free to bring
your favorite soup to share. Soup and dessert will be on the
menu.
Second - Our Trinity Family is bursting with a variety of talents. Be thinking about a
talent presentation you would like to present before the group. Group talent
presentations are also welcome. Perhaps you have a hobby and wish to show others
your creations—that is certainly a talent! WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO A
FUN-FILLED EVENING!

Mount Hope Lutheran School
Rewards Programs

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Mt. Hope Lutheran School every
time you shop Amazon, with no cost to you. When you visit smile.amazon.com, you’ll use your same
account, find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price (0.5%) to
Mount Hope Lutheran School. Simply go to smile.amazon.com and sign in with your normal amazon account name and password. Then go to your account and under “shopping programs and
rentals”, click “change your charity”. Type in “Mount Hope Lutheran School” and Mt. Hope will
then receive the a portion of your purchase price. Remember you have to be logged in the website
smile.amazon.com or your purchase will not count.

Through Smith’s “Company Inspiring Donations Program” you can earn more rewards for Mount
Hope on almost anything you purchase and every time you shop. Some restrictions do apply. Enroll
at www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/account/communityrewards or call Smith Customer Communications at 1 (888) 876-4847 to designate Mount Hope Lutheran School (organization #QG100)
as your charity of choice.

You can find Box Tops on hundreds of products and you can find a list of them at,
www.boxtops4education.com Each Box Top you clip and save is worth $0.10 to the school. We
have earned over $5000.00 for Mt. Hope School since 2010! Please remember that the Box Top
must be in one piece, have the expiration date on it, and have all edges trimmed outside the dotted
line. Please do not turn in expired box tops. Thank you!
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Concerns about the Divine Service, service times,
pastoral care, church membership, or similar items
should be addressed to the chairman of the Board
of Elders, Jack Hyde.
The members of the Board of Elders work closely with
the Pastor for the spiritual well-being of the
congregation.

FUNDRAISING GUILDELINES:
(on Church Property)

Please do not use the fellowship time after
services for soliciting. All fundraising needs
to be approved by the Board of Elders. No
collections in the sanctuary or on church
property except for those by auxiliaries
(LWML, or boards of the congregations such
as Youth Group, Fellowship) are allowed.
This includes the solicitation for schools,
sports, scouts or any group not specifically
identified and associated with the
congregation.

2019 January Sunday ServiceRoster
CRUCIFER

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
6th: Rick Reimann & Shawn Dukart
13th: Jack Hyde & Marty Finch
20th: Gary Edds & Kyle Rice
27th: John Ewing & Kyle Rice

6th:
13th:
20th:
27th:

Silas Witkop
Caleb Sherwin
Matthew Quinn
Ayden Robinett

ALTAR GUILD
Karen Hyde & Faye Lund

ALTAR GUILD ASSISTANTS
6th:
13th:
20th:
27th:

Neala Du Mont & Paige Wilson
Sarah Hockaday & Terra McCumber
Ayla Huss & Rebekah Hockaday
Bethany Quinn & Terra McCumber

USHERS
6th:

Leonard Bauer, Blaine Christensen, Gary Edds, John Ewing, Sage Haight, Jack Hyde, Nathan
Murrell, Zak Szekely
13th: Lou Allgeier, Brian Chandler, Marty Finch, David Hutton, Richard Oates, Brian Quinn, Kyle
Rice, Wesley Rice, William Rice
20th: Mike Collins, Derek Buist, Keith Giles, Brandt Hedquist, Jim Kirchen, Keith Schoup, Tony Stitt,
Josh Witkop
27th: Andrew Beyeler, Dave Denke, Shawn Dukart, Chris Hermel, Vaughn Long, Bryan Pickett, Rick
Reimann, Ryan Waterbury

GREETERS
6th: Beth Burgess, David & Kathy Hutton
13th: Carol Boe, Peggy Johnson, Karon Rufenacht
20th: Joan Ellbogen, Jim Kirchen
27th: Keith Schoup, Dick & LaRee Means

January Baptisms

January Birthdays

1

1

4
6
9

10
11

18
19
20
21
22
24
27
28
30
31

Beth Burgess
Harvey Soulek
Joyce Fullerton
Amy Stitt
Victoria Haight
Joshua Hockaday
Wesley Rice
Evan Sowers
Jade Schulte
Andrew Beyeler
Alelia Layton
Jacob Stutheit
David Denke
Sally Oates
Erin Christensen
Kimberly Redmond
Heather Thorpe
Bryan Pickett
Terry Edds
Derek Buist
Kari Fransen
David Martin
Gary Edds
Austin Anderson

January 5
January 17
January 26
January 28
January 30

3
4
7
10
13
17
18
21
24
26
27
29

Gloria Friesen
Joseph Michelena
Steve Monteleone
Lou Allgeier
Tony Stitt
Noah Waterbury
Darla Reese
Dorothy Reimann
Sally Oates
Jessica Koch
Ayden Robinett
Carol Boe
Pastor Jon Olson
Vivian Haight
Ann Johnson
Alex Long
Justin Stewart
Gary Edds
Fred Nemitz

Wedding Anniversaries
Kyle & Shelly Rice
Ryan & Meghan Waterbury
Joseph & Janice Joslyn
Gary & Terry Edds
Bud & Vickie Ross

28 Years
15 Years
57 Years
41 Years
56 Years

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

First Sunday
After Christmas
Divine Service 9 am

New Year’s Eve
Church Office
Closed

New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

Bible Study
1:15 pm

6

7

8

9

10

The Epiphany
of Our Lord
Divine Service 9 am

Ladies’ Bible
Study

Circuit Winkle
9am-4pm, Buffalo
LWML Quilting
9:00 am

Bible Study
1:15 pm

Parish Planning
Meeting
6 pm

No Bible Study, No Sunday School

Bible Study & Sunday School

9:00 am

10:35 am

Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am

11

Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am
LWML
Ex. & General
Meeting 9:00

Pastor’s Day Off Lutheran Doctrine
Class 6-8 pm

13
The Baptism of
Our Lord
LWML Mite Box Sunday

Divine Service 9 am

14

16

19
Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am

Pastor at Continuing Education at WY District Office
Pastor’s Day Off

20

21

22

23

Ladies’ Bible
Study

LWML Quilting
9:00 am

Bible Study
1:15 pm

9:00 am

28

Third Sunday After the
Epiphany of Our Lord
Divine Service 9 am

Ladies’ Bible
Study

9:00 am

Pastor’s Day Off

24

25

26

“Tell The Good News About
JESUS” Convocation

Elders Meeting
7:00pm

Pastor’s Day Off

27
Bible Study & Sunday School
10:35 am

18

9:00 am

Second Sunday After
the Epiphany of
Our Lord
Divine Service 9 am
Bible Study & Sunday School
10:35 am

17

No Bible Study

Ladies’ Bible
Study

Bible Study & Sunday School

10:35 am

15

12

*February
Newsletter Deadline

29

30
Bible Study
1:15 pm

31

1

2
Youth
Confirmation
Class
9:00 am

